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NOTE

Thie manuscript is a first draft of an accumulation of genealogical and
historical data on the Bell Family. It has not been verified for the reason
that the information hat come from many sources, with some apparent
discrepancies. Inasmuch as it will be supplemented, hopefully, and require
Tevision, other apparent errors and omissions have not been corrected.

Much of the content was researched by others of our families, who have
predeceased us. Some of it was written by Mrs. Eula W, Bell, wife of the
late John Montgomery Bell of Chester, South Carolina. Mrys, Bell's notes
indicate contributions to her from Miss Dora Bell; the Reverend Robert
Murphy Bell; and I am sure there were others, including her huebang,
who pernaps contributed most of the family traditions. Mr. S. Lewis Bell
of Chester, South Carolina has been most helpful and has provided all of
the research material of the late Eula Y. Bell.. Mrs. Margaret Templeton
of Memphis, Tennessee; Nire, Margaret Kilgore of Columbia, South Caro-
lina; Mrs. Margaret Gaston of Starkville, Mississippi; and more recently,
Mrs. Helen Elizabeth Malone and her sister, Mrs. Margaret Sue Londonn,
of hfiarni, Florida, Lave eacl, contributed information. . K

This is a family project, and hopefully will evolve a more compre-
hensive History of the Bells of Fairfield District, our heritage and
traditions.

R. K. Bell
Coral Gables, Ilorida
June 28, 1975
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CHAPTER II

CHARLES TOWN.TO LITTLE RIVER

On January 5, 1768, the Clerk of the Council at Charles Town
went abozard ship and administered t}:_e cath of allegiance to those of the
passengers who were of age. So-also cn that datg. a Petition was addressed
to the Council on behalf of the new citizens of the Colony for allowance of
the Bounty, under the Act of The General Assembly nassed July 25, 1761,
Their Pegitiora was aporoved and it was "Ordered that the Public Treasurer
do pay the Eounty of Four Pounds Sterling and Two Pounds Sterling accord.-
ing to their respective ages to Messrs Torrans and Pouag in consideration
of their passage and the remaining Twenty Shillings Sterling to themselves
agreeable to the directions of said Act.' [1]

On the same date, the Council .approved 2 Petition for Warrantse of
Survey on the Bounty, including the request of William Bell I fo.r 200 acres,
that allotted to him and to his wife Isabell, and 100 acres each for 'E.‘lizabeth.
John and William, Jr. Daughter Mary, aged §, was not entitled to an
allotment of land. (2]

1t would be May 13:,” 1768. bef\ore Williem Bell I actually received
his deed of conveyance from King George III to 200 acres of land on a
branch of Little River, called Fllis Branch in Craven County, now Fairfield
County. Sout}'; Carolina. Conditions of the deed waived the pahent of Quit
Rents for & period of ten years, It described the Jand ag a 'plantation"
bounded northeastward, part on land laid out to Stephan, Ellis, on alljother
sides by vacant land., A further condition of the Grant was such that the ™
land should bc-‘ cleatecd anc cultivated at the rate ’of three acres for every
hundred acres each year. [3] And it was on the same date that Clizabeth
rececived her deed to 10.0 acres on Cedar Creek, and John his deed to
(1] Council Journal 34, pages 1-10, Meeting January 5, 1768,

Protestant Immigrants to South Carolina 1762-1773-Kevill, pages 93-95.
n. On this Petition were the names: William Bell, age 115 Isabell Bell,

age 40; Elizabeth I}elf."‘"z‘ingO; John Bell, are 17; William Bell, anc 163

Mery Dell, ace &, :
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But, on the brighter side, was Christmas and then the New Year,
which probably found them sailing south within sight of the American
shoreline along the Atlantic Seaboard, It was sometime between the first
and the {ifth of January, 1768, that Master William Reed of the Brigantine
Chichester sounded the order to drop anchor in the harbor of Charles
Town; and while it marked the end of a long jour;xey at sea, it gignalled
also the beginning of a new life in America for the Bells ang other poor

Scotch-IrigProtestant immigrants,
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100 acres on Crooked Run Branch of Little River. Wiﬁiam, Jr. would nvot
receive his deed to 100 acres on Crooked Run Branch until September 1, 1768,
While these tracts of land are not contiguous, they are all in the same
general area.

Business with the government having been attended to, there now
remained the very important task of preparing for the journey to the back-
country, which included the purchase of basic items of food: a musket,
bhand tools, such as the hoe, rake, mattock, axe to fell the timber, ax.xd a
froe to square the logs with which to build a cabin, It may have been that
they were permitted to bring with t;hem from their homes in Ireland such
items as bedding and small hand farm tools, But whatever purchases
William Bell I would make as he and his family visited the stores and
shops along Meeting Street would be measured by the amount of mvoney in
hie pocket. We are only certain that he had one hundred twenty Shillings
Sterling, the balance of the Bounty payment after paying passage for the
family.

It is only from frégmentary records relating to earlier immigrun;s
that we are able to glean-some idea of how the Colony handled the s'ettlc-

/

ment of the iﬁmrximigrants on their lands in the backcountry, and what they
would take with them for sustenancé until such time as they might harvest
a\c.rop. For.example, in 1764, agroué of French Protestants arrived at
Charles Town under the auspices of the King of England, and "His Majesty
thought it advisable that they should be'Es'tablished in his Province of

South Carolina where from their knowledge of the Cu.lt\,;re of Silk and Vines
it is hoped they may be particularly Usefull to the Colony and to the Publick
and the Lords Commiss'rs of his Majestys Treaéury having accordingly

enter'd into dn agreement with Mr., Alexander McNutt for the passage of

there people to Charles Town it will be your duty immediately on arrival

(2] Ibid, paqges 95-96, .

[3] Department Archives & History, Columbkia, South Carolina,
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to give thern every Countenance Support and Prdt;cti'an in your power." [4]

For the subsistence of th;se French Pro.teat'anfs it w#s provided:

") 1b. flour 1 quart indian corn each pr. diem'' and "l steer pr. week among
the whole "' (apuroximately 124 persong) 'l corn mill salt &ca.' In addition
they were allowed '"20 bushele of salt, " 2 “"Canoe! and "houks ana lines."
Since the French Colony had arrived late in April, it was considered too

late for them to go onto their allotted lands and put in crops for the ensuing i
winter, and it was suggested they go to Fort Lyttleton near the‘ coast where
ground was already cleared and plant some ""corn ‘potatoes pumpkins pcas
Lca.' [5]

Cieographically, the Colony was aivided into the Low Country and
the Piedmont, the Low Country extending some one hundred milee inland.
Along the coast it consisted of swamps, sand and pine barreans, and along
its rivers and streams werc soil and water suitable for rice plantation;.

It was an area highly developed, with elegant and stately plantation mansions
and more than one hundrgd thousand African slaves in its midst. Elsewhere
in the Low Country were waste lands, s!?arsely scttled, and used primarily
to graze cattle. Then came ;he higher lands of the Piedmont, with its many
rivers, creeks and streams: wl;ere thu soil w'a’s fertile and covered by
forests of white bal:, hickory and pine.

The Colony had settled earlier immigrants along the fa.vll line ﬁom
the Province boundaries on the north and thcn:;e to the south. This was the
line generally followed by the viagon trains irora Pennsylvania, commonly
known a& the "Great Philacelphia Vraggon Road," The road from Charles
'i‘own to the west intersectec with the Great itoad at the community of Pine
Tree (Camden) or Fine Tree 1Rill, as it wak soretimes called. PuxTree
was a trading post to whici the peopiwe vrought their proaucts for sale, and

where they, for the most part, purchased suppliecs. Some threc thousand

[4] Protestant lmmigrants to South Carolina 1763-1773-Revill, page 17.

[5] Ibid, pages 23-2-.
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lumbéring four-horse wagons crossed the fcz:ri'es near Charles _‘I'owﬁ e#ch
year, loaded with products of the backcountry, (6]

The officials of the Colony appear to have acted expeditiously to move
this group by wagon to their Proporties in the backeountry. Already the
surveyore were on the scene laying out the land; for 6n January 2.0. 1768,
the Plat to William: Bell's 200 a:crea was recorded in the Office of the
Survéyor General. [7]

Perhaps the best extant history of iae South Carol'u.:a. frontier at the
time of ¥illiarn Bell's arrival is the journal kept by Reveraend Charles

Yoodmason, Anglican minister, who, newly ordained, left the culture and
wealth of Charles Town September 12, 1766, to minister in the backcountry,
He travelled horseback more than three thousand miles each year of his
ministery, from sertlement to ecttlement, marrying, babtiaing 'and cajoling
the pecple, who were, for the most part, of every religious faith or sect,
except Catholic, [§)

Vi oodmason arrived at Pine Tree, his headquarters, on September 16,

1766. A journal entry oi the 28th notes: “Not a house to be hir'c - Nor even

a single Roon: on all this River to be rented, f{it to put my Head or Goods in -

-

/

The Pecople all rew Settlers, extreeraly poér - Live in Logg Cabbins like hogs -
and their Living and Behaviour as rude or more so than Savages. Extreemly

embarrassed how to subsist, Toolk up my Quarters in a Tavern - and

T~

exposed to the Rudeness of the Mobb, Peopie contirually drunk." [§]

Apain at Pine Tree, on VDecember 21, he "Officiated in the Meeting

House. By influence of the Chief Justice, had a Congrégation. and p’re-_z.ch'd

[£] Sellers, Charlesten Businecs, pages 34-35,

[7] "Pursuant to a precept from Egerton Leigh, Esquire, Surveyor General,
vearing date the Sth cay of Junuary, 1769, I heve admeasured and Jaid out
to William Bell a olantation or tract of land containing 200 acree situate

lying and being in Craven County on & DBranch of Little Tiver called
Ellis's branch bounding I3, E. part on land laid out to the szid Stephen
Ellis. and on another by vazcanr land anc hath such shape form and marks
as appears Ly the above plat, Certified on e 20ilk day of January 1768,
Per Ralph Hur~phrew D, S, " Lepartroeat Archives & History, Columblia

"] The Carolina Darksountsy - Hooker. (Introduction, nare xi)

fr] Ibig, pase 7,
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in the A fternoon, Found the School Room t'ha.t. w;s;‘intende'; for me,
turn'd by the Tavern Keeper into a Stable. Only .3 Boys offer'd, out of
2 o:" 300 that run wild here like Indians - But as their Parents are Irish
Presbyterians, they :ather chuse to let them run thus wild, than te have

them instructed in the Principles of Religion by a Minister of the Church
of England." [10]
. In January, 1767, Woodmason, returning irqm Lynch's Creek,
where he preached to a ''great multitude" of people who h(: sa&rs "complained
of being eaten up by Itinerant Teachers, Preachera.' and Imposters from
New England and Pennsylvania - Baptists, New Lights, Presbyterians,
Independants, and a hundred other Sects ¥ % *,' noted in his journal,
"I was almost tir'd in baptizing of Children - and laid my Self down for the
Night frozen with Cold - without the least Refreshment - no Eggs; Butter,
Flour, Milk, or anything but fat rusty Bacon, and fair Water, with Indian
Corn Bread, Viands I had never before seen or tasted.' [ll]
In February. the journal records, '"From the lower part of Lynch's
Creek I proceeded to the upper - and from the Greater to the Lesser; The
VWeather was exceeding Cold and piercing - And these people live in open
Logg Cabbins with hardly a Blanket to cmfrler them, or Cloathing to cover
their Nake'd;xess. I endur'd Grgat Hardships, and my Horse more than his
Rider - they i'xaving no fodder, nor Grain of Corn to spare.'" [12] From
Hanging Rock Creek he went "upwards to\Cane Creek where I had wrote
the Church People {or to assemble - But when I came I found that all my
letters and Advertizements had been ini':e;cepted. I trac'd them into the
hands cf one John Gaston, an Irish Presbyterian Justice of Peace on Fishing
Creek, on other side of River #* * %, Here came Deputies from Camp Creek
f10] 1Ibid, pzae 11, | .
n. At this period in time there were no churches in the backcountry,
Yet in almest every settlement there was 2 lony Meeting House used
primarily for religious purposes.
{11) 1bid, page 13.
[12] T1wid, ma~e 36, -
n. Hancin- Fosis a hundred foot cliff overhangine the brancl of
ar

Little Lynck's Diver, Meriwether Lupans. of Souvth Ccrolinz, pace 142,

X
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and Cedar Creek two acdjoining Setilemenis - and Indeed, I was glad to get
away from this starved pléce. where have lived all this Week on a little
Milk and Indian Corn Mesal, without any other Sustenance but Cold Water -
and .ardly any Fire to warm e tho the Scaeon bitter Cold indeed, Wood
ie exceeding plenty (for the Coux}try is a forest and Wilderness) but the
people are so very lazy, that they'l sit for Hours hovering over a few
embers, and will not turn out to cut 2 Stick of Wood. " [13.]

Having enced the ;'irst yvear of his ministry in the backcountry,
Reverand Woodmason took account of conditions in general: 'But the
people wearied out with being expols‘d to the Depredations.of Robbarsk -
Set down here just as a Barrier between the Rich Planters and the Indians,
to secure the former against the Latter - Without Laws or Government
Churches Schools or Ministers - No Police established - and all property
quite insecure - Merchants as fearful to venture their Goods as Ministers

their persons. The Lands, tho the finest in the Provincee unnocupied, and

Rich Men afraid to set Slaves to work to clear them, lest they should become

a Prey to the Banditti - No Regard had to theé numberless petitions and

Complaints of the people % * #,'" [14]

/

It was 6ctober. 1767, that Woodma.ao%x found his way to the general
area where the Bells would make their hom t.'he following January. In his
joﬁmal on the 3lst of that month he wrote: 'I was conducted over the
Wateree River (across the Vild Woods where l-;ad never before been) to
Little River, where I officiated the 3lst. to about 300 Persons. Here a

large body of People met me - I baptized several Adults, and of them

3 or 4 Quakere, who conformed to the Church," {15]

.{'.

It was April, 1768 - the William Bell I family had arrived in January -

that Reverand Woodimawso : returned to Little River, and froms his pen, we

Ps

are able, in some measure., to know now what it was like a¢ epring

[13] 1bid, paces 16-17.
[14] 1bid, pase 27,

Ji%] ILie, pape 26,
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aporoached, following a winter of bitfer cold. P;or he said, "Praceeded
on my journey upwards - and on the 10th zave eé;rﬁon tc the Congregation
at Little River - I found the Scarcity of Provigions here, gr;ater than on
other side of the River, and not a Bushel of Corn to be had for money -
Nor Necessaries of any Kinds and the poor people almost starving - I wus
auppli.ed with Bacon and Eggs - but having liv'd a fortnight on this my Stomack
becarre quite sick - No Bread, Butter, Milk or anything else to be had.' [16]
L]

And finally, we note the observation of Woodmeson in late May,
1763: "In all these Excureioﬁs, I am obliged to carry my own Necessaries
with me - Ag Bisket - Cheese - A Pint of Rum - Some Sugar - Chocolate -
Tea - or Coffee - With Cups Knife Spoch ‘Plate Towels anc Linen. So that
1 go alway (8) heavy loaded like a Trooper. IfI did not, I should starve.
Never will I be oui again from bome for 4 Month togefher to take the chance
of things - As in many places they have nought but a Gourd tc drink out of
Not a Plate Knive or Spoon, a Glass Cup or anything - It i3 well if they can
get some Body Linen, and some have not even that. Théy are so burthen'd
with Young Children, that the Women cannot attend both Housec and Field -'
And many live by Hunting, and Killing of Deer - There's not a Cabbin but
has 10 or 12 young Children in it When the/ Boys are 18 and the Girls 14
they marry - 8o that in many Cabbin s You will see 10 or 15 Children,
Children and Grand Children of one Size -gnd the mother looking as Young
as the Da{;ghter. Yet these FPoor People enjoy good Health; and are
generally cut off by Endemic or Epidemic Di sorders, which when they

happen, makes Great Havock among themn, " n-l

151 Tiig, page 35,
3 -

[17] Ibic, page 3%,
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CHADVTER 1L

THE SOCIAL REVQLUTION

Bro2d River, fldwiug coutherly along the western boundaries of
Chesier anid I-"q.lrfielc’. Districts, was known by 1'}1@. ladians 2s "Eswaw
Huppeedaw, " which is said to have divided the Empnires of the Cherokees
and ike Catawbas., A few miles to the east, and ﬂowing aouthward from
its headwaters in Chester District, is Little River. Beatween theseo tv;ro
streams lics a high ridge, and it was at the southermrnost roint on this
ridge in Fairfield District, that rhe Bells rrade their fircst home.

Circumetances wonld have dictated that they cleav and prepare for
cultivation ar much ground as possible between mid-January and April, 1768,
on vwhich to plant Indian corn, peas, znd other vegetables. Deer was vlenti-
ful and so0, ioo, fish in the astreams about. It probably wag Isabell,
Elizaboth and Miary whe tended the crop while Villiam I and his two sons,
Joha and Willinm, Jr., felled trees and squared and notched the logs as they
began constructicn of a cabin,

None of the beneficiaries of the Land Bounty were in a position to
‘make all ¢f th::irilan:l proéﬁctive. Many exckanged or swapped for snother
eite. Othere.traded land for foad, livestock, oy iools and farm implernents.
John and iViiliam, Jr. may have t:adec’. or sold their grants, as Goth of them
soon purchased other land - John, the 100 acre tract udjoining his father's
land {rowr Stephen £1lis,  [1]

Willlam Bell I was more fortunate than razny of his fellow settlcrs,
for caly a few miiles rorit. on the ridge from where hic cakin woulc riac,
was ozt Zell I, vwhe had mmade his home near 411 Creok sinee 1756, In
Johr't family were hic wife, whose Christian nzme is unlnown; three soas,

John, Jro, willinto z2od Thomas; and 1mo daushters, Jennw Crair and
’ v 3 ' 7

bl

" e

[2] John Beill would have huu the tools, o guipreont, an

[} =. Tieference ta thiz deed of Feoarvary 8, 1771 ir found in ¢ rdeed fvom

Jehn Bell, dated Novemnber 4, 1773, )lecd Book A, pate 404, Fairfield

, Recardy,

County, Sent Targlin:

2] Lact Will cnd Tectarment Thomas bell, son of Joha Liell I,
Department Archivés & History, Columbiz, South Cerolina,

. -.l.3"



at legst some livestock to help V'illiawm I pex .catébliehed.

But there were; other problemiz than simply carving 2 livlikood from
a wilderness of virgin timber. The backountry was undergoing a social
revolution. Along the banks of the Wateree, Santee, Congeree, Peedee,
Saluda and Byoad Tivers and thely tributary streame, more than 50, 000
settlers now lived in log cabim; on small clearings of land, Between
4,000 and 5, 000 of them had come directly from Northcrn freland, but the
great majority came by way of Pennsylvania, Among this latter group
were many destitutes, criminals seceking a plece of refuge, and many with
the most remote religious background, if any at all, A great many of them
were a generation removed from the skilled tillers of the soil in Northern A
Ireland and were without the skills necessary to sustzain themselves in the
wilds, . And there were others - a generation of natives whose parents had
settled along the Waterce River in the 175C's, many of them orphaned at
an early age,

It was inevitable then that the need for government would be felt
immediately with the impact of such a sudden migration of people to the
arca. In each Parish there were justices o“f the peace and constables, but

/
this court had limited jurisdiction of civil and criminal matters, There

were eheri{fiﬁl; deputies also, but they were established to serve warrants
and process from the court in Charles“l‘own where all major civil and
criminal trials were held, But If one obtained a2 warrant charging another
with a crime, the cost of travel and sending witnesses to Charles Town
was prohibitive, And thus, fof all practi.cal purposes, :judicia.l procéss
in the backcountry was neaningleac.

According to law, the rizht to vots was seéured, but the areat
distznce bztween the sattloxs and the asive st Anclicen Chapel where the

*

ballots were cast. nveveut * thers from- exercizing the right of raffrase,
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So also were the Parish boundries so loosely defined, that few people
knew in which Parish they were to vote. And even had they been able to
exercise the right of sufferaje, their votes would have been neaningless
without the creation of additional Parishes to which could be elected
reoresentatives to the Commons House, [3]

So it was in this vast unpoliced wilderness that handa of rogues,
thieves, looters and rapists traversed the land, stealing livestoclk,
ravaging young woinen and, in scma instances, stzaling them away from
their homes.

In 1776 the inhayitantz of the Congerce, Ninety-Six, Salada River,
Broad River, and placee adjacent, tetitioned the Agsembly in Charles
Town, listing their problems: "They were without representation in the
Assembly; Indians and lawleécs whites caused hardship; their produce could
reach market by land czrriage orly, " and “they had neither churches or
schools.' Bur thic and otker petitione'to the Aesembly accomplished
né:thi:zg since it would not enact remedial laws, znd the thieves established
a reign of terror that was uninterrupted urtil 1767. Describiag the plight
of the honeast ect.t.ler, the Neverand Woodmason wrote: '"Our large stocks
of cattle or gither stollen or destroy'd. Our cowpens are “roke up - and
all our vzluable horses are carri;zd off. Houses have been burn'd by these
rogues, aad famlies are striop'd and tﬁi;uéci nal:ed into the weods - stores
have been broken open and rifl'd by them (wherefron: several traders are
absolutely ruined) Private houres have heen plundered;.and the inhabitants
wontanly tovtured in the Incdiaa rranner for to be made to confecs where
they secreted their effccts from nlunder, Married women have been
ravished, virgins de-flowerad, and other unheard of eruclties commisted

Ly these barbarious ruffizas.” ta) _ ; »

[3] The Carclina Backcountry - Hooker, papes 215-219,

[4] 1Ibid, pane 170.




In the spring of 1767, the sottlers began to strike back. Families
and neighbors confedefated to resist the outlaws, At the outset, they acted
only in defense of their homes and families and without defiance of the
government, but the picture soon changed, On October 5, 1767, Governor
Montague informed the Council that settlers between Santee and Wateree
Rivers had assembled and in a ""rioting rnanner.ha.d gone up and down the
country commiting riot and disturbances and they had- burgt the houses of
some people who were reported to be harboures of horse thieves and talk
of coming to Charles Town to make s'ome complaints. " (5]

The Regulator Movement had begun. Governor Montague, on
November 5, 1767, appeared before the Council and Assembly and asked for
legislation to suppress the Regulators. But, on November 7, "The
Remonstrance, ' a long and eloguent protest and petition written by the
Reverand Woodmason and signed by four Wateree planters, in the name of
4000 settlers, was presented to the Assembly. This document contained
the fulleét account of backcountry. grievances and was backed by the threat
of backcountry invasion of Charles Town unless a redress of the grievances
was forthcoming. Within four davs of the presentation of "The Remonstrance, "
an Assemb]ly, Cc‘ammittee reported favorably on a Court System, a Vagrancy
Act, and two Compani es of Soldiers to suppress and prevent disturbances.
[¢] But the apparent victory for the backcountry people was t§ be short-
lived, The Governor found it necessary to appoint leading Regulators as
officers of the two companies of soldiers... The troops were commissioned
as Rangers and began three months' pursuit of the outlaw bands. However,
the Regulators were incensed to discover that the Court Bill, which Governor
Montague signed April 12, 1768, failed to provide for county, as well as

cifcult courts; and worse, the Assembly had inserted provisions in the Act

(5] Ibi’d, page 171,

[6] 1Ibid, pages 172-173.



w hich made disallowance by the Crown almo;t certain,

Thomas Bell, who came to the backcoixritry earlier, is recorded
as having taken an active part in the quest for the establishment of civil
government. ""Well aware that the Act of 1768 would be s‘et aside in
England, Thomas Bell, V/ iliam Calhoun, Patrick Calhoun and Andrew
Williamson, for themselves and other upcountryi aettlgra. .;)resenfed in
July, 1768, a second ma jor protest to the Assembly, condemmng it for
the useless enactment of a law which would certainly be annulled in
London, and insisting that additional Parishes sending members to the
Commons House be organized, " [7]

Notwithstanding the paeaé,ge of the Court Act, the authorities con-
tinued to arrest Regulators for their acts. A Regulator victim, John
Harvey, stated that in September, 1769, he was chained to a sapling and
whipped for an hour. Fifty different Regulators gave him ''ten stripes
each until he had received 500 in all, 8]

A8 an outgrowth of the continued arrests of Regulators, "men of
pProperty" from as far away as the Peedee River met at the Congarge and
unanimously adopted a plan of regulation. By this plan, not only were
evil doers to‘p‘_e ﬁurged, but the Charles Town court wasg to be denied
jurisdiction over the backcountry of the Province. Judicial process
originating in Charles Town would be served only "where, and #gainst
whom' the Regulators thought proper. Now the government was faced

with acquiescing in rebellion or opposing it,.and serious clashes followed,

There was great anxiety among the coacstal planters, as rumors and stories

came from the backcountry in AHugust and September. 1768. It was reported
from Camden that 2500 or 3090 Regulators planned to go to Charles Town,
while a like number would "hold themselves in readiness, in case they

should be wanted." [9]

[7] History of the South - Alden. Vol, 3, page 150,

[¢] The Carclina Ra cReguniry - Iicoler, pooe 174, L. 40,
f¢] 1oic, pana 17C,
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Finally, the Regulators determined ttql'appveal for z;id to the King
and Parliament, This threat may or may not ghave been the turning point;
but Governor Montague, after making a hurried tour into the backcountry,
in late June, 1769, urged the new Assembly to pass the Circuit Court Act.
The Governor sailed for England in 1769, taking with ﬁim the newly enacted
law for Royal approval, In De'cember. 1769, news arrived that the Crown
had approved the Act. It was not until late May, 1772, ‘that the Act was

1]
declared in effect and the courts did not open until November. Ironically,
this event which met the greatest single demand of the Regulators took
place after Reverand Woodmason had become ill and discouraged and had
left the Province. He had preached, harangued and cajoled with the back-

country people for six long years in an effort to convert them to the

Anglican faith., In this, he had failed, yet the Reverand Woodmason had

been the champion of the people in their pursuit of political equality. It

is likely that he, more than anyone else, was responsible for achieving

that goal. [10]

[10] 1Ibid, pages 1283-13-,
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CHAPTER IV

BELL - MONTGONERY UNION

Although some descendants of Willlam Bell I have held to the belief
that the Beil and the Hugh Montgomery families came to this country on the
same vessel and that William, Jr. and Ann Montgomery were playmates
on that trip [1]; the fact is, however, that no Msntgomery name appears
on the passenger list of the Brigantine Chichester [2] R |

Old land titles place a Hugh Montgomery at Rocky Creek in Chester
District on or before September 18, 1765, [3] Just as John Bell I was the
pioneer Bell in Fairfield District, Hugh Montgomery seems to be the Montgomery
pioneer in Che-stcr District. It is likely that some of his children joined him
in later years. On June 22, 1767, a large group of Prote stants arrived in
Charles Town on the Ship Nancy, and among the passengers were Mary
Montgomery, aged 50; John, aged 17; ﬁlizabetb, aged 15; George, aged 13;
and James, aged 12, [4]

On the Ship Hillsborough, that arrived February.27. 1767, were
John Montgomery; 'Rache;l, aged 30; Samuel, aged 13; and William, aged 12.

[5] And, on January 6, 178, the Ship Lord Dunluce dropped anchor in

Charles 'I‘oxyn \\;ith several hundred passengers, including their spiritual
leader, Reverand William Mart(y)n. So also, among this group were several
Montgomerys. David, with his family who-were not named, réceived a

grant to 350 acres on Rocky Creek in Chester District. Hugh Montgomery,

who came without a family, received a grant to 100 acres in Fairfield District. ‘
[6] Most of these new settlers, including their minister, received grants

to land in the Rocky Creek area of Chester District. And among them, for

certain, were some of the kin and probably the children of Hugh Montgomery L.

[1] n. Notes of Eula W. Bell,

(2] Protestan: Iﬁ“.migrants to South Carolina 1763-1773-Revill, pages 93-95.
. [3] Deed Book V, page 193, Chester County, South Carolina Records.

[<] ¥rotestant Irmmirzants to South Caroline 1763-1773-R evill, p:x'g'u v 74-706,
i0] ILiC, pames GT-60,

[€] Ibie, pzgec 121-124,
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It is likely the Bell and Montgomer)'" f#milies were neighbofs baclk
in Ballymena, Ireland. And it's almost a certainty they would have renewed
that acquaintanceship at the meeting house at Rocky Creek where the Reverand
Martin preached each Sunday, Scotch-IrisB Presbyterians had literally
settled in every part of the backcountry; but the Reverand William Martin
‘was the only Covenanter minis.ter and his church attracted large crowds on
Sunc;.aya, coming from: great distances. If there were enough horses to
accomodate them, whole families would come to attend re‘ligious services,

For an early view of the Rocky Creek Community, where the family
of Hugh Montgomery I, including a daughter, Ann, resided, we turn to a
"Historical Sketch" found in a "Reprint of the Reformed Presbyterian
Covenanter' of 1875: ""This settlement was composed of a congregation of
recent immigrants from the north of Ireland, commonlsr called Scotch-
Irish, They had come to America about the year 1773, accompanied by
their pastor, the Rev. Wm. Martin. Here in the summer of 1773, the
pious Covenanter might be secen, from day to day, felling trees and clear-
ing a space of ground, on which they reared a large log church, many of
them living in tents at home, till a place was provided in which they could
assemble for religious service. Such wa; the condition of the Covenanters,
whe had leftw their native Ireland for the religious liberty found in the wilds,
During seven years after their settlement\ in the woods, they enjoyed a life
in which nothing of earthly comfort was wanting, Every Sabbath morning
the parents in their Sabbath -day clothes, with their neatly-dressed and well
bekaved little ones, might bé scen at th‘;. log meeting };ouse, their ﬁoqket
Bibles containing the old psalms in their hands; they would-follc.m" the
preacher in all of the pzssages of Scripture cited by him as he commented
on the text., Their si:r;plc, truthful piety caused the wilderness to rejoice,
It was always insistec on as a point of duty among the CoJenanters that

chiléren ghould be brouzht to churecl: with their parents. The little ones

4
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sat between the e.lders. that they might be kept quiet during divine service,
and be rcady at the aépointed time for the Catechism., The strict dcport;-
ment and piety of this people had already done much to change the customs
formerly prevalent - men and women who use;l to huat or fish on the Sabbath
.now went regularly to meaﬁng; and some notoripus ones, whose misconduct
had been a nuisance to the community, left the neighborhood."

Eula W. Bell, in 1928, interviewed Miss Janie Hutchihson, then
seventy-two years of age, and whose mother had related to her bits of Bell
and Mdhfi;omery history. Baﬁed on that intei'view, she penned the following
historical note: 'Some light has been thrown upon the Hugh Montgomery
line by the recollections of Miss Janie Hutchinson of Moanticello, S. C., a
quaint little person of seventy-two years (1928) who lives mostly in the past,
Her stories are handed down from her inother who also must hav.le had a
‘remarkable memory, This Miss Hutchinson's mother wa; 4 caughter of
Robert McCullock, who married in County Antrim Ireland, one Ann
Montgomery, then later immigrated to America, 1andihg at Charleston, .
S.C., Januaryl, 1823, This Ann Montgomery was a daughter of Thomas
Montgomery, who in 1779, was hanged by the Catholics from a limb of
'the great oak' at Bally Mena, County Antrim. Miss Hutchinson thinks
perhaps 'the great oak' was as much as a hundred yards from the forks of
the road! Thomas Montgomery with l{i;s last breath 'denounced the Pope of
Rome and swore allegiance to the one and true living God.' This Thomas
Montgomery was in all probability the brother of Hugh Montgomery I,
father of Ann Montgomery, wife of William Bell II, since Ann Moﬁtgon&ery
McCullock, daughter of Thomas Montgomery of Bally Mena, County Antrim,
Ireland, was first cousin of Ann Montgomery (wife of Villiam Bell II),
daughter of Hugh Montgomery who had come to South Carolina about 1760,

Robert McCullock and his wife spent their first year in America at Cannon's
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Crcek in Newberry County, S.C,, ""a.nd then mow)ed wo Wm, Bells at
Monticello, and it is toc be remembered that the wife of Robert McCullock
and the wife of Wm, Bell II, both named Ana Montgomery, were first
cougins, * % % Miss Hutchinson said the Montgomerys went to church
in Bally Mena. Her hatred of the Catholics who hanged her Great grand-
father Thomas Montgomery is still a burning fir'e in her heart." [7]

It was likely at preaching - at the Rocky Creek; mee¢ing house -
that summer of 1773, as William Bell, Jr. turned 21, and Ann Montgomery,
18, that their courtship began. They were married, surely by the Reverand
Willlam Martin, in 1774; and Willlam Bell I, as a gift, conveyed to his son

100 acres of the plantation on Ellis' Branch of Little River. [8]

[7] Notes of Eula V. Bell,

[f] n. The gift of land to Willia=ns Iiell, Jr. is referred to in a deed of a
later Sate. Decd ook ¢, pzaru T4, Nlecords of Tzirficld County,

Soutli Carolinz,
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CHAPTER V

THE WAR YEARS

Genealogical sources provide scant information on the family of
William Bell I, except in the case of his son, William Jr., where we are
on firm ground. As to the eldest son, John, we are left to speculation and
conjecture, As also, with his daughter, Elizabeth. And there appears to
be nothing to be learned of the youngest daughter, Mary. But John Bell may
have married a daughter of Robert Bradford of the Rocky Creek Community
in the Chester District., In the estate of Mr. Bradford, a John Bell,
"referred to as a son-in-law and heir, was the husband of a daughter who
had predeceased the father. [1]

Again, a John Bell of Craven (Fairfield) District, on November 4,
1778, for 1000 pounds lawful currency, conveyed to William Daniel 100 ;crca.
originally granted to Stephen Ellis and adjoining that of William Bell, Sr. [2]

John Bell, the son of William I, may have moved to Chester District.
In later years, a John Bell of Little River in Chester District, conveyed
to Jacob Reapsoman of Broad River, 100 acres on Cedar Creek, origlnally
granted to Elizabeth Bell o;x M.ay 13, 1768. Tlhe deed recites that it was
made by right"'c"’f heirahipvfrom his sister, Elizabeth Bell, who died without
a will, [3] M

William' Bell II and his wife, Ann. v:/e\re residing on the 100 acre
tract next to the elder Bell, when, in 1775, their first child was born -
William III - named for his father and graxicl.f:ather. [4] * Thus marked the
beginning of what would be a large, fruitful and productive family, assuming
its place in the social, economic, religinus and cultural life of a backcountry

people for more than a century. Still in the distant future for William Bell I

[1] n. Rebert Bradford dicd in Chester Diatrict, December 5, 1785,
Sce Chester County, South Carolina Records.

[2[ Deec Book A, paze 409, Fairfield County, South Carolina Records,
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Were such matters of concern as clearing enﬁﬁgh land for money crops,
and the establishment of neighborhood schools and churches,

The implementation of civil government in the backcountry was still
in progress, when on July 4, 1776, the Contine.ntal Congress declared the
independance of the Colonies with the formal signing .of the Declaration of
Independance. At the outset, the Bells and thcir'neighbors were a divided
people. They were reluctant to fight against some of theiryneighbors,
neither did they want to be ingrates to the King who had made their new
homes possiblé. But in time, when the war would be brought closer to
them, they, and most of their neighbors joined with the Continental Forces.

The Revolutionary War had not progressed to the point that people
in the Fairfield District were directly involved and the building of a2 society
continued. At the home of William II and Ann, came their second child, a
son named James, in the year 1777, the {first natural born American citizen
of the William Bell family., [5] A third child, Ann Nancy, was born in
1778 [6] and about 1780, their fourth child, Margaret. [7]

But in 1780, news had reached the backcountry that Sir Henry Clinton,
on May 12 of thz}t year, with the loss of less than 100 mmen, forced the
American defenders of Charles Town, the {Jueen City of the South, to
surrender after four months’® aeige. Sir Henry then salled back to New York,
leaving Cornwallis with orders to pacﬁy first South Carolina aﬁd then North
Carolina.

The Americans respbnded by sending south Horatio Gate sv. 'tl.me
Commander who had humbled the British at Saratogz. Cornwellis smashed
Gates' army at Camden, only fifty miles distaace from the Bell olantation,

on August 16, 17350,

Gornwalliz: moved into Winnsboro, Fairfield District, where he

[5] n. Grave maarker, Cld Brick Clhurch, Fulrlicld County, South Carolina.
[6] n. This is an cstimite of rime of birth of Margaret Bell.

[7] n. Criave moariooer, 0N Dsick Chorci:, Fodaficl! Conaty, Seouth Carolina.
Fairily LDible.
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pet up winter quarters. Wianshoro, now tue éounty seat (District), had a
total of twenty houses in 1783, and wae less thun twenty miles from the Bell
plantation. Among the first uprisings against the Crown in the Little River
area of Fairfield was an affray at Moberly'é Meeting House on May 26, 1780.

It is interesting to note from the fragmentary military records on
file with the Departinent of Archives & History at Colgmbia. South Carolina,
an entry reflecting military service of William Sell II withsthe South Carolina
Militia in support of the Continental Forces » beginning on the 8th day of May,
1780, [8]

Other entries in the militury record of William II reflect he served
from the 28th day of May, 1781, to June 19, 1781, and from July 4, 1782, to
August 11, 1782, These periods of service were with the South Carolina
Militia under command of Captain Thomas Robins of Colonel Winn's
Regiment. [9]

Back at the plantation, Ann, on July 28, 1781, gave birth to a third
son, named John, [10] The elder Bell, like his son William II, was aiding
the military effort, Améng the fragmentary records relating to William
Bell 1, appears a receipt’for a gun taken by Célonel Lacey's Militia and

' BOOTH e -0 -hsied &8 (& bbtirp) LT,
approved by Hugh Montgomery, the/son-in-law-of the eider Bell. Another
receipt "for provisions for 16 men and forage for as many horses." The
document bears the signature of "Wm., 5, Bell, Sen." And the‘re is a
third receipt: ‘'Rec!d of Wrr. Bell one bﬁahel & hali of corn for the publick ¢
use by order of Col. Hopkins by me, Li.-Jas. Love, Feb. 11, 1762, "

Villiam Bell I was visited again the foliowing aay by the Militiz, when he
was given this receipt: "Keceived of ¥wm. Lell torage for {ifteen horses
and provisions for as many men.. By order of Col. Hopkins. KRec. by me

James Love, Lieut.' |[l1]

P ) .. « e I - e o s i - S gy
[£; Zeparanent Archiver & Hicvory, Colwrbis, Seuth Carolina,

9] Lbid.

..
.....

Departmient Srchive. & ilictory, Colurntus, Couwih Carocline,

R 4
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Nathanael Greene, Washington's second in command, arrived in the
south to replace Gates, and soon had Cornwallis marchir;g and counter-
marching through the Carolinas in pursuit of him. With the British,
several things went wrong almost simultaneoﬁsly. A combined British
and Southern Loyalist force was all but wiped out by American irregulars
(miliélamen) at the Battle of Kings Mountain in western North Carolina
on October 7, 1780. At Cowpens, South Carolina, Brig. D;uiel Morgan
took on Cornwallis' elite light infantry, under the command of the British
cavalry leader, Lt. Col. Banastre Tarleton, and whipped them as totally
as Cornwallie had wrecked Gates at Camden. American armed bands
(militiamen) under command of Marion and Sumter bedeviled the British
with guerrila warfare, With t.hese defeats and harassments, Southern
Loyalists began to find reasons to avoid the open support they had giv;n
the British since the fall of Charlestown, and the pressure on the back-

country people lesscned progressively until the wuu's end,
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CHAFPTER V1

MONTICELLO

Cn May 15, 1782, William Bell II, for 100 pounds, sold his plantation
next to that of hir father, to David Montgomery. [1] It may be that his
mot}_xer. Isabell, had digd,and he moved his family into the home with his
father. By this time William Bell II was looking north alo:xg the ridge
between Broad and Little Rivers, thinking in terms of a new home, as
planters along the route were talking of a new community where there
would be mercantile establishments, churches and schools.

An ancient man, undated, but stained and darkened with age,
delineates the ''plan of the village of Monticello." The original map, in
the nossession of Charles Burley of Monticello (i8__ ) contains a memoranda
which reads: "The plan includes fifty eight acres of land, and is situated
on the i'idge which divides the waters of Broad ana Little Rivers in the
District of Fairfield, sixteen miles southeast [2] of Winnsboro and thirty
five miles northwest of Columbia. The said fifty eight acres of land is l;id
out into sixteen sguaresa.of two acres each; each square containing four

/
square lots of. .half an acre ea;.:h. The two streets bisecting the village
were name’d Drayton and Vinn,-the former being 160 feet wide and the
latter beinp.121 feet wide, The other: streets were: Warren, Wooster,

Montgomery, Hayes, Laurens, DeKalb, Carnrpbell, and one other name §

ohliterated. "

A resident of latcr years pictured this village as: "This sp(')t in the
wilderness of Tairfield (originally an undividecd part of Craven County)
was both a challenpe and temptation to therae {irst few souls, neither of
which they reristed. They willingly undertook to accomodate themselves

to their strange, new environment - the lush lands and virgin forest,
1] Deed Book C, page 211, Fairficld County, South Carolina Records.

[2] n. Reference to ''outhecast' is obviously in error. Monticello is

ty comtlvner af YVinerLior-,
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dripping with promise, were incentive enough. But to.poaeese these
treasures and to reap their gold were to be difficult endeavors. A firm
foothold on this new land had to be securad, and with its accomplishment
went severe hardship and grueling labor. Existence for thenm, was
precarious and capricious at best. Lifelong habits and the orderly structure
of society which they : had known in the old \&orld had to be abandoned and
forgotten, An indoniiteble spirit, sustained by a firm faith in God, carried
1 ]

them through several decades of such harsh existence. Thus did their new
life uniold, and their dream take on the shape and aubstancc of reality. (3}

Eoth Hugh Montgomery Il and Charles Mentgomery, brothers of
Ann Bell, moved with thelr farrilies to the M onticvello area; and i{n the year
1784, Willlam Bell Il purchased 200 acree on Barton's Branch of Broad River
close by [4], but it ie not likely that he moved onto the nroperty until some
years later.

On October 21, 1784, a son, Charles, was born to William II and
Ann, and a year later on October 20, 1785, another son, Thomas, bringing
to seven the number of their children. Already their eldest child, Willi-am.
was ten years of age, and the matter of t,he childrens' education was be -
corning a fiact.c)r. It is known that among the early scttlers were teachers,
and those who could afford private tutorship took advantage of the
opportunity. But they looked forward to_the esta.blishment of a school at
sfonticello. And the religious 1ifc of the Bells during this period of tir~e
was, for the most part, confined to d.uL" Bible reading and prayer in the
home. &5 early ag 1762, Jaced Gibsen, a Baptist minister and teachcr,
conductea religious scivices at the Gibson Vecting Floveo, both for his
own flock and othere. fibout t}j.i«.' same tir-e, 61‘ perhang earlier, tvo

Seventh Day Adventist groups were formed under the leadership of
r

(3] 4 rairficlc Shketclibook - Bolioe pado _____ .

[4] Deed Book . page , rairfu.ld County, South Carolina Records.
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John Pearcon, lay preacher. Nearest tc the Bells, however, was &
Lutheran group, whose minister was the noied theolegian, John Nicholas
Martin, (3] And taere vius the hoberly Meeoting ITouse, begun by Episco-
paliang duriag the time of Reverand Wooudmason, and used fre:#uently by
ministers of other fziths., Accarding to Woodivaron, Pre sbyterian
Covenantere woulé sometimes atiend his services, Lut never particlpated
in Cormunion., And, while the Covenanters hac R0 organszed congregation
at this time, the Reverand William Martin of Rocky Creek would at times
visit the area ané hold services at one of the meeting houses,

But the lack of ministers to serve the Covenanters was attributed
to the disarray of the organization as = reguit of a cefection of three of its
ministers. In a reprint of the Reformed Presbyterian Covenanter of
January, 1875, we are told: ‘'The defection of three ministers, YMeesrs.
Cuthkbertsoa, Linn and Dobbin, in 1781, left the Covenanters without the
administraticn of public ordinances. Their condition was very much like
that of their forefathers in Scotland, nearly a century before, when Meeaxje.
Sheilcs, Linning and Boyd deseried them and went fato the Tstablished
Church., The same course was followed by tht in this country, that was
taken by tl}g, n’;mnant In Scotland. They not only refused to go with their
miristere in their re:rograde movement, but they testified against them
by refusing to attend their ministrations, ~To near thern preaclhia g wouid
be a tacit approval of their course, and a constructive declaration that the *
principlee that were corpromise€ wers no part of ihe testimony thaf the
witnc}sscs of Chriet =re required to maintzin, Thiy tney could not do, having
professced te be the witnessin v Chuseu thet Je:s-.xs.v(}l’xrisf hay head has czlled
to bear tesiiimony to ths truth of kiz regal suthority as 'Einy of Nations, '

"Hev, Martia hud come over from: Ireland and arrived ie South

~

[5) 1. Joim Nichoias Martin was a student of the fumous Reverand
Samvel Davis of Virsinia and became a migsaionary to the Cherokee
ludiane, dee footmote, Carolina Dackcountry - Hooker, page 132,
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Carolina in 1773, Rut though he did not go into tfue 1mioﬁ. yet on account of
his remotenese {rom the rnain body of people who were {n Eastern Pennsyl-
vania, little 2id could be =xpected fram him, Recognizing their covenant
otligaticne to hold fast all the attzinments of the church, sealed by the
rnartyzdom of thoueands 'who loved not their lives to the death, ' they
dcterfr:ir.cd to ‘go forth by the footeteps of the flock, ' &nd in the way that
waz still open to them,. mainfain the cause entrusted toh theny, and pray to
Ged to send thewr pastors after his own heart. Societies were forred for
prayer and religious conference on Sabbaths and week days * % %,

"Of the labora of Mxr. Martin, during the seventeen years that he
ministered there alone, we have no record. Unfortunately his social habits,
it seeme, led him at times into irregularity of conduct that impaired his
usefulness. Thae followiny, contzined in a latter from o correspondent in
Chester District, we take the liberty of publishing: 'Mr. Martin was of
revolutionary times. I have heard my parents speak of him often. When
clearing a piece of ground on my plantation some twenty years ago, I found
two trees growing about seven feet apart. There had been a notch out in |
each trze and a board placed between them./.resting on the notches, On
ecach of these Erc;:s I found a knot that had grown just above the notches, and
extending to ;vithizt four inches of meeting on the top of the board. I was
tcld by zay parents that this was the place where Mr. Martin preached in
the grove. Mr. Martin was & warn: Whig during the Revolution, and I have
he&rd 2 greot many anecdotes about him, ' '

But there would soon Le a church - a ministe.r - 2 high school - and
a more afiluent life for ihe family of 'x’.’il}iam 1i, &s they prep‘arcd 10 moave

onto lend near the village of Mounticello.
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" CHAPTER VII

THE BELL'S CHURCH

-

The last record of William Bell I is the deed of conveyance made
by him to a Mr. Daniel, in the year 1791, to his plantation for 100 guineas.
The elder Bell was 64 years of age and [sabell, his wife, would have been
63, if indeed she was still living,

From the coastal area had come planters §£ some wealth, to take
advanta;e of land that was especially suitable for the production of cotton,
rapidly becoming the main money crop. And with them came slaves to
clear and cultivate the land, but only a few of the immigrant settlers were
financially able at that time to own slaves, And there was yet another
deterrent, The Scotch-Irish Presbyterian Covenanters had always been
bitterly opposed to slavery in any form or character. But it had long been
a way of life in the coastal area, and the younger generation of the immigrants
found themselves yielding their personal view of slavery to the economic
pressures of the times. It is likely that the proceeds of the sale of the
elder Bell's plantation made it possible for William II to purchase the
first slaves, two or three perhaps., It is interesting to note that the con-
sideration for tﬁe sale of the elder Bell's plantation was not United States'
dollar currency, which at that early date in the history of the Republic
was not too stable, :but instead was English guineas. The guinea was an
English gold coin issued from 1663 to 1813, first struék out of gold from
Guinea. In 1717 its value was fixed at 21 shillings, at par $5.11. [6]

Sometime before the 1790's the Bells and their neighbors associated
themselves together and organized the Little River Presbyterian Church,
which in later years would become known 2s Ebenezer, and still later as
the Old Brick Chu;‘ch. The first structure was z log cabin invthe vicinity

between Jenkinsville and Monticello, some two miles west of the present

[6] Deed Book C, page 211, Fairfield County, South Carolina Records.

-
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structure. From the Centennial History of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church i8 an account of the history of the Old Brick Church where the
Bells and their neighbors worshipped: ' * * Rev, James Rogers was the
first pastor 'of the church, as far as we can learn. He was ordained and
installed over the Brick Church, then called Little RiveAr, in connection
with King's Creek, and Cannon's Creek, in Newberry Co., on Feb. 23rd,
1791. Mr, Rogers continued to "be pastor until his death Au}, 21st, 1830.
He is buried at ﬁue Brick Church., Rev. James Boyce was the next pastor,
and was installed in 1832, and contim#ed until 1843, Rev, Thomas Ketchin
was pastor from 1844 until 1852, Rev. C. B. Betts was pastor from 1855
until 1869.

"During the pastorates of Revs, Rogers, Boyce, Ketchin, and a part
of the pastorate of Rev. Betts, the Brick Church was a large and £lou:;ishing
congregation. The membership was composed of the wealthy and cultured
planters of the community, and large crowds‘ waited on the gospel at the
Brick Church. Mr. Rogers taught a large high school at Monticello, near-
by, which was attended by pupils from ;'nany parts of the state. The Brick
.Church was made up of th; m;ble men and women of the Old South. In 1852
the church and graveyard was enclosed with a granite stone wall,

"The deed to the land on ;rhich the Brick Church stands shows that
it was corweyéd on June 2, 1793, by He‘n'ry. EJrumpton. to the following per-
sons designated in the deed as members of this church, viz: Benj. Boyd, -
John Martin, Jas. Gray, Chas, Montgoméfjr. John Gray, James Kincaid,
Aaron Hawthorne, Thomas Lewers, Wm. Bell, Andrew Gray, Wm. Mc-
Morries, S5r., Wm. McMorries, Jr., Daniel Cochran, Collom Forbes,

Hugh Montgomery, Robt. Gray, Wm. Thompson, Wm. Richardson, Robt,
Martin, Alexander Kincaid, James Mantee, Robt., McGill, Wm. Holmes,

V'm. Kearnaghan, H. Ronzlds, R, Robertson, Hugh Robertson, Wm.



Kennedy, Hy. Horton, S, Richardf;on, Wm‘. Watt, J. Kennedy, Wm,
Southwick, and Agnes Calhoun., In additlor; to these, we find also that
families of the following names belonged to the church prior to 1791, viz: -
'McKerrﬁies. Davidson, Turnipseed, and perhaps others., In later times,
we find the additional namcsA as members and some of them officers in
the church: Nelson, Sloan, Robinson, McDowell, Watt, Martin, Player,

L]

Curry and Bell. (emphasis ours)
"Mrs. Hutchinson, a member of the church, who died a few years
ago, said that she remembered hearing her mother and others tell, that
after the crops were laid by, that their fathers and grandfathers would go
to the brickyard, and tramp the mud into mortar with their bare feet, put
it into moulds with their hands.. carry it out in the sunshine - then buming
the kilns by night and day. And to them it was a labor of love and pleésure.
It took them a long time to get ready to build, but the building was finally
completed in 1788, and it stands today, as strong and solid é.s at first,
showing that those old men did their work well, |
""The bist;n'y of this old church has been a noble one. 'Prot. McKemie,

of Georgia, whose ancest;rs'for three gene'r;tione are in the cemetery
“around the old Brick Church says: 'That old Brick Church has been a

seed bed from which transplanta. 'have gone throughout the South. ' After
speaking of the names of the families élﬂrg-a\dy mentioned in this sketch, he
says: 'If I were in the cemetery, I could recall many other names whose
generations have carried Presbyterianism from South Carolina to the
Pacific Coast. I recall two ministers, Revs. Joseph and John E. Davidson
(who were baptized in the Brick Church ‘by Dr, Rogers) who passed their
ministerial lives in North Louisiana. For thirty-five years Joseph David-
son preached more sermons, married and buried more peoplé. than any

minister in North Louisiana. John E. Davidson was a graduate of Princeton,
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and in three years organized six or seven chur:ch'es. in Louisiana, but he
''went away'' just as his star was mounting. !

"In addition to these, four other ministers bave come from the Brick
Church, yiz: Rev, J. B. Watt, Rev, J. A. Sloan, Rev, John E, Martin,
and Rev, Horace Rabb., There are others perbaps, but we have not been
able ;o get their names.,

The old communion service, with ite waiter, tanka;d, cups, and
Irish linen, more than a century old, is still in possession of the
congregation.’ [7]

The Reverend James Rogere came to Monticello from County
Monagham, Ireland, and was 2 graduate of the University of Glasgow.

At the same time the church members were building an edifice in vvhi'ch

to worship, they were also contributing to and building a school in which
the Reverend Rogers would teach their children. An account of this school
is found in "A Fairfiield Sketchbook:"

""The Reverend James Rogers, coming to Fairfield from Ireland in
1791, a few years later helped establish here an academy of learning, over

N
which he presided for twenty-five years. DBuilt from indivicual contributions

of citizens: it was firet known as 'The James Rogere Academy.' There are
conflicting reports as to whether this‘ academy wae a school for bo'ys or
airls, or perhaps for both sexes., However, the weight of evidence would
establish more or less conclusively that it was at first a male institution,
but by 1300 was knox-.;n as 'Thé Monticcl.lo. .Girls Schooi. ' Thomas Jefferson,
whose ideal of an educated citizenry led tc the public school system, made
a generous donation to the school through General John Pearson, then a
member of the lecislature. Its name was then changed to 'The Monticello-
Jefferson Academy, ' still later reports indicate, this school was attended

2

[7] n. This account was found among the notes of Eula V. Bell

-
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by atudents of both sexes, and enjoyed 2 sound reputation as a noteworthy

institution of learning. " (8]

——ny
3

A Fairfield Sketchbook - Bolias: page 211,

n. slexander Douglass Bell, great-great grandson of Villiam Bell I,
and his wife, Martha Crosby, attended The Monticello-Jefferson
Acaderny in the mid 1850's, as did most of the Bell children in earlier
years. '

n. While the Old Brick Church as been designated a historical site,
descendants of members of the congrepation assemble there annually
for homecoming and religious services,
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CHAPTER VIl

THE OLD BELL PLACE

Sometime between 1784, when William Bell II sold his plantation to
David Montgomery, and 1789, when his father sold the remaining 100 acres
of the original grant on Ellis' Branch of Little River, [1] William II moved
with his family a few miles north in the area of the Vill_age of Monticello.
It might have been to the tract on Barton's Branch of Brc:ad River or to the
tract of 221 acres purchased from his cousin, John Bell II; the latter tract
lying and being on Mill Creek., Apgain, he may vhave moved at that time to a
tract on Little River near Monticello, where the families of some of his
descendants continued to live until about 1915,

State Highway 34, running east and west through Fairfield County,

- traverses the old Bell plantation on the west side of Little River. The tract

of land, it is believed, was the eite of the second cowpen in the county,
zettleid by a Mr. Howell, [2] about 1750. Before the Revolutionary War
the Winn family lived on the east side of the river and the first bridge over
the stream was knowx; ag Vinn's Bridge. [3] In later years, it became
}mown as Bell's Bridg‘é, £nd the rond to Monticello, traversing the Bell
plantation, was known a8 Bell Bridge Road.

As one drivels west from Winnsboro on Highway 34 and over the
bridge at Little River, looking north, peralleling the river.. will be seen'
an avenue of trees and the old "Beli Place.'" This old home, rich with
tradition, legend and folklore, is featured in "A Fai'rfiel.d Sketchbook" -
Bolig/, with the artist's pencilled sketch and some of its folklore And
history:

'""The Bell place is one of the older pre-Revolutionary houses in
the county. It occupies the site of one of the first set'.leménts or 'cow-

penz' in the upcountry,
\

[1] Deed Book c. "pa.ge 211, Fairfield County, South Carolina Records.
{2] A Fairficld Sketchbool: - Dolind’ puge 2,
[3] ILiC, puge 2.
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(,\/ "Originally the Bell Pla ’?(‘E( of more than three thousand

acres of land, The house was bu m the 1750's, and is probably the oldest e

house in the county that is still in use., The original portion consisted of
two rooms and a hall on the first and second ﬁoors and two partially
finished rooms in the attlc. These rooms were floored and ceiled with
wide, heart-pine planks, some of which were hand planed. None of the
lumber was tongued and groovéd. In this old portion of the building loop-

L)
holes for sighting and firing on the Indians and holes used as candle holders
are still to be seen in this pioneer house of which the entire framwork is
put together with pegs.

"Many years before the War Between the States the old house was
enlarged and remodeled. A two story, seven room wing was added to the
back of the building and was fronted with a doubled decked porch. During
this time the three big mantels with their straight panels and beautiful hand
carvings were added. This work was done by highly trained plantation
hands who used only their pocket-knives to carve the intricate designs.

The kitchen was in the yard a distance behind the house.

"The Bells owned many slaves and the quarters for housing them
was about one "quiarter of a mile from the main dwelling. Across the road
from the plan‘tation house was a large slave cemetery. A few of the marked
graves still may be seen. The inscriptions are quite interesting. Near
the burying grounds on a peninsula jutting into Little River swamp, is a
large grave. It is evidently a tomb of a i:»egfson of some consequence,

A heavy granite base supports the tomb which is above th ground and.
covered with a heavy slab of granife. This {5 enclosed with a low rock
wall. In recent years this grave has either bewsun desecrated or badly
damaged by storms and floods for the slab now lies half buried beside the
open grave, The wall is broken and the massive base has been upset in

several places. Time ancé weather seems to have erased all traces of an
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inacrl;ition.- Old timers say that they ca.n remember when the ihscription
was still legible and that thig ig the grave of a \’{ix'm. probably t.he Richard
Winn for whom Winneboro is named.

"Another story that is told, but is someti mes contradicted, is
about a daughter of the family who eloped with the father's northern born
overseer., The ambitious young; man thought that he would be received as
a me;aaber of the family and of the gentry of the neighborhood and would
live in the ‘big house' with hijs bride and her people. When they returned
to the plantation ke had a rude awakening. They were met by the master
who horse-whipped the groom and later built a small four room 'house in
the yard for the couple tc occupy. Whether this is truth or legend is not
known, but it is a fact that there wae a four room building near the house
that was removed z few years ago hecause it was not only useless but a
fire hazard as well as an eyesore.

""The old place ia heavy with tradition ang many stories are told
about the old houge beinz haunted, One of these is based on an unfortunate
accident that occurred many years ago. Mr. Martin, a Presebyterian
minister, and several other men, were riding up the avenue of trees Jead-

y ‘
ing to the house. 'The men were joking and cutting at each other with their
riding crops, “.‘J‘.s the play grew rougher some of them lost their tempers,
One struck the Preacher, who dj Smounted~ran§ ricked up a rock to throw
at his acsailant, John Bell haé also dismounted and kic behind a tree.
Just as the clergyman threw the rock Mr, ‘Ben peeped f\-om behind tbe tree.
The hurling stone struck him with full force on the bead and he died soon
after he was brought to the house for treatment. His widow.continued to
operate the plantation for a time and tken it was leased,

"In the early 1900's the place was sold by Mrs. Bell to James T.
Lemmon who bought the house and a one thousand acre tracr of land, At

his death the Plantation was inherited by his daughter, Mrs. Lambert

/4/"57/07[ L)TTLE
?l/c’z_ @(JC 5@4/
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Henry, the mother of thc present ovmer, Mrs. Myrﬂe Henry Wilkes, [4]

[4] Ibid, pages 188-191.

n. The late Mrs. Myrtle Henry Wilkes, a typical Southern, genteel
lady, with the poise and enthusiasm-of a professional guide, related
to a Bell descendant the tradition of how the blood of John Bell had
stainea the tloor of the old house and that until the atain was removed
by the passing of time, John's voice could be heard, at times, calling
out to the Reverend Martin, She pulled back the narrow carpet in the
hallway und, pointing to & burned ncar on the floor, sald, "This is
where Sherman's troops set fire to the house, but the fire was

extinguished by a loyzal slave."

n. John P. Bell, son of Charles, b, November 12, 1830;
marriec Isabella Hemphill Caldwell, December &, 158,
d. April 10, 1863; buried Old BErick Church.
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CHAPTER I¥X

FAMILY OF JOHN BELL I

A noted elsewhere, John Bell I was the pioneer Bell of the Little
River area of Fairfield District, having settled there in 1756, and it is

believed he was a brother of cur William I.

" John Bell I died in Fairfield District about the year 1787, The probaté
file of the eatate of John Bell I contains only a single docu?ment. a citation
directed to the executor tc adminisier the estate. [1] The remain.ing
‘documente in the estate file are missing. His son, John Bell II, entered
into a bond on January 13, 1787, payable to his brothers, Thomas and
William, both minors, and conditioned to convey to them certain land in
which the widow was given a life estate, He was also required by sai;i
bond to convey 100 acres to his sister, Margaret. [2]

Thomac Bell, son of John I, died in July, 1798, as a single man.

In his last will and testament, Thomas gave and bequeathed to his
‘loving sister Jenney Craig the whole of what goods I bought when last
in Town [3] ao pr. the bills for the same, also the mare and colt I
bought, the colt for to ;aié;: and keep for ‘her own riding horse for my
sake, a colt to be given her son James Craig, also to have the whole
of what money is collected for .me by Andrew Patterson, Esq. of Rich-
land [4] and all of what other debts are - due to me then also the notes
and accts. in his hands,

" I also give znd bequeath the whole of my patt of my late fatlier's
estate to which ] am aatitled egually Letween ray brother Villiar. Bell

and my sister Margaret Bell to be equally divided between thern at the

death of my mother.

-

[1] Apt. 1, Package 14, Probate records, Fairfield County, South Carolina
and Department Archives & History, Columbia, South Carolina.

[2] Bond Book A, Probate records, Fairfield County, South Carolinz,
[3] n. Town, as used in this instrament referred to Charles Tovz.

(2] n. Columbiz, Scutl. Cirslina.

‘s
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"I also order the remainder of my es;tatg io be sold and out of
the mcneys arising from said uélg I order my, sivter Margaret to be paid
the value of 2 mare I had from her as also the interest on said value. And
the ballance or over pluss I leave to my brother Wm, Bell aiso my notes
on Jamee Smith.

"1 also leave to my brother John Bell the sum of five chillings.

"I also give and begqueath to Jane McCune heAr chqice either of
a chints or rauselin gown and enough of ¢imnity for a coat and a pair of
long gloves." [5]

Thomas Bell signed hie name to his last will and testament, however
the witnesees, Robert Bradford and Jane iMcCune,cach signed by mark.

The wife of John Bell I died about 1790, and John II, as adminis:-
trator of his father's estate conveyud to his brother, William, 200 acres,
and to his sister, Margaret, 100 acres, as required under the terms of
his bond. [6]

On March 1, 1797, William Bell and his wife, Agness, scld a bey
mare and cows to Jameé Smith for 10 pouncs [7] and also, in 1798, they-
entered into an apprentic¢eship agreement with Thomae Sté.nton Coaner
whereby they would irain for Cooper seven Negroes in the skills of farm-
ing and one Negro ¢irl in the art of spinning, !mitting aud weaving. 3]

Jokn Bell I 2180 conveyed for'.eim- pounds sterling, on August 3,
1799, 221 scres to a Willlam Bell, 'fhi; VWilliam Bell may have hean
Williara I, con of Williem Bell I, 12§

\Wwilltam. the son ¢f Joka Eell !, zud his wife, Agness, may.have

rnigrated to the West about tlwe turn cf the century, ifor on Pecember 22,

[5] i}é.pc.x"tmcnt Archives & Hfstnry. Columbia, South Carolina.

{6] Deed Book N, page 324, Fairfield County, South Carolina Records.

[7] il ot 52le Book if, page 440, Fairfield County, South Carolina Records.
{8] Dook L, page 257, Fairfield County, South Carolina Records.

(0] Lceed Book I, pue 273, Fairfield County, South Carolina Records.,



1800, he conveyed to Stephen Lee, 200 acres on Little River, originally
the property of John Martin. [10]

John Bell II continued to reside on his Mill Creek pProperty, where
his father before him had lived,

John Bell IT was married to Nancy, whose family surname §s not
known. In the family plot of the ceémetery at the OlQ Stone Church in the
Lebanon Community of Fairfield District {s the grave of M’arjory Bell, who
died January 10, 1799, She may have been the first wife of John Bell II.

In this family there were: Robert, William, Alexander, Isabella Turner
Law, Elizabeth Hughs, and Mary,

In his last wi]] and testament John II refers to his wifec, Nancy,as
"my best beloved wife, " and returns to her all of her former estate,
together with a life estate in one hundred acres of land and 1mprovements,
being ;he former home of the then late E, Mortus, Esg. He remermbered
all of his children, To his eldeéé son, Robert, a Negro man, named Scott;
to his daughter, Mary, a number of slaves and househgld furniture; to
duughter, Eligabeth Hugh;. the sum of one thousand dollars ($1, 05C, 00),
to be paid in money or slaves of that veluce; and a like bequest to daughter,
Isabella Turrg_er; 'to his son, William, two thousand doliars (£2, noo. 00);
and to his youngest son, Alexander, “a]) of my plantations and n';ills. ’
together with & total of seven slaves, 'fhé ..r\e sidue of the estate was divi-
ded eyually among his children. [11] |

John Bell II wae laid to Test at the Old Stone Church burial ground
near his plantation, Tnly 1 porticn of a sione well atands tcday ac a
reminder of the ch}xrci: where John, Lig fansily anc aeighbors worshipped, [12]
So cistant the past, und perhape =0 far re Gved from the lineal descendants

of Juhn and his contemporaries, neglect and the elements have taken theis

[18] Leed Deok . pape » Fairficlg County, South Carolina Records,
(11] Department Archives & History, Columbiz, South Carolina,

1Z] A rairfiels Sketchboo!, - Ieijzg, niee 177,
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toll with this pioneer buriel ground, Aﬁ:ang the tilted stones, leaning
markers with faded and obscure epitaphs, where young pine saplings puéh
upward, scon to merge with the surrounding forest and forever erase this
evidence of a once vibrant community life, .theﬂ: stoodqd, uhtil 1970, a tall
granite marker, almoust as a symbol of a{fluence. It read: "John Bell,

who departed this life ~ 22 January, 1819 - in his sb:ty-aevenfh year of age, "

No furtcer search has been mace of the de2scendants of John Bell iI.
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CHAPTER X

THE BELL COMMUNITY

Ag if always mincdful of the Biblleal injonction, '"Ee fruitful anﬁ
multiply, " William II encé Anrn 1‘39..11 were the parents of twelve children
born to them from 1775 to 1797, In addition to William III, James, Ann
Nancg. Margaret, John, Charles ané Thomas, already mentioned, there
came Eugh in 1739, Elizaheth ia 1790, 'Adarn in 1791, Robert in 1795, and

.
Isabella, their last child, in 1797,

It ia understandable, thon, that the ;‘~e{5:lxboz°!xood alony the road
to Ashford's Ferry, between Little River and the ridpe, would becoine
known and dusignated ca county maps in the early 1320% as the "Bell
Conununity.” Anc as the lzst child was bora then: in 1797, some of the
older children were preparing for marriage.

Thesze are the families of the childrea of Willian: Il and Ann
Montgomery Beil after tkey were marriec and establialied their homies

in the Bell Conmnnunity:

Family of Willlam Bell III

William was married to Sarah Montjgomery about the year 1£C0 orx
1801, There were born to this union: James, iSGZ. who died 1209; [1]
William M. (IV.). .April 10, | 1803. who married Margaret Milling; (2]
Nancy, whnée date of birth is unknowm, ﬁ‘xar_ri?d Ja;'r:e» Smitl,; [3]
Margaret, whose date of birth is unknown, rmarried William Gray; f2]
and Jane, 1306, who diec 1820, [£] - - ,

Sarah Monipomery Bell died October 30, 1813, at tle age ef 36 years

an¢ was buried al the Oid Erich Church. [&]

[1] Grave mmarke:r, Qld Lrickh Chureh, Fairfield Counry, Souru Carolina.
"
[2] U. 8. Cznsus 1652, Olticbeha County, Misc.scippi. n. Information
reiating to wife of Williaun Dell LV supplied by Mru, Marparet Bell
Gaston, granddaucnter, of Stavikville, ntiscissippi.

[3] Eetate of Villium Bi#1l HI, Depiment Archives L Hisiory, Celusiin, Z.C.
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Eliza Brown, a cousin of William III, bo;;g:{in. xfé"li;xxd. October. 9, [7]
1799, came {o this country about 1820, poz$ib1y wit"ﬁl-tihe MecCullough family,
relatives of Arn Montgomery Dell, wife of William II. William III and
Eliza Brown were married about 1221; and there were torn as iscue of
" this marriage: Charles, 1823; [¢] Themas R., 1824, [9] who e believed
to have married; David LL., 1827; [10] Huzh Cainin, 1828, and died 1833;

[11] Elinzbeth Y., 1820; Mary C,, 1833; and Jeku C., 1834, [12]
: .

Family of James Bell

Jarnes, sccond child of William II and Ann Bell, was married to
Jane, whose family surname is unknown, about the year 160). Rorn as issue
of the marriage. were: William, date of birth unknown; Margaret, date of
birth unknown, who married James Watt; Nancy, daie of birth ur:known,
married P, {or) X. Taliaferro; and James M., 1807, married Martha;
whose family surname is unknow:'n; and Sarah, Decamber 4, 1905, who
married Samuel B. McCreight. [13]

James Bell, Sr. died October 11, 1809, shortly before the birth of .
kis last child, Sarah, and le buried at the Old Erick Church, [14])

14

Feamily of Jokn and Aan Nancy Zell iiawthorae

~

Ann Naacy Rell wau married to Jehn Hawthorae and they had four
children, all daughters: Margarct, Isabells, Mary and Nancy; their dates
of birth being unknown., Anu Nancy Bell Hawthorne died November 16, 1325

[15] zad was buried st the Old Brick Church. After her death Johe Hawthorne

LY ,e

a2 the childrer moved to Georala, [,

[“:} Orave markar, Old Erick Chuarch, Fairfield County, South Carsalina,
[7] 1bid.

(s

[9] Grave marker, ©12 Drick Church, Fairfield County, South Carolina.

L g

U. 5. Ceusun 1850, Fatxfizld County, Houth Cardaline,

[16] U.S. Censwe 1075, Toieliuil Comay, Scuil Coroling.

el A . ?

ricli Churel, Fairfield County, South Czrolina,

[

f11] Grave marher, OO
[12] U.S. Censuc 1850, Fairfield County, South Carolina.
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Farmily of Margaret Bell McGill;

Margaret Bell married a McGil], whose given name is unknown,
Her dates of birth and death are unknown, however, ghe ivae living in
1825 when her father Passed away. In hig last will and testament he
bequeathed to her & number of slaves, but thig bequest was in trust for
her lifetime, and then to heyr c;};ildren. Ve can a@ssume, perhaps, that
she \:vae in bad health at the time of her father's dea.th,- andalgo that ghe
had children, The estate of her brother Adam refers to the children of
Margaret ag heirs, so we may assume that ghe Predeceased him, Adam

died in 1833, [17]

Family of John Bell

John Bell, at the age of 21 years, was married to Elizabeth Hawthorne,
aged 20, on April 1, 1602, The Hawthorne family were charter memBera of
the Old Brick Church congregation. Elizabeth passed away in the fifth

month of the marriage, August 2, 1802,

daughter of James and Margaret Montgomery of the Chester District. Born

- s

to John and Elizab_eth were: Margaret Montgémery. September 14, 1807,
who married Enoch Bolen; James Montgomery, May 5, 1810, who married
Mary Bigham; John, Jr, . February 18, 1814. who died October 2, 1835;

~

and William Joseph, 1316, whe died August 27, 1837, [18)

J13) Last will and te stament of ‘William Bell Iy, Department Archives
and History, Columbia, South Carolina,

14 Grave marker, Old Brick Church, Fairfield County, South Carolina,
[15]  Ibiq.

[16] Estate of William Bell 1g, Department Archives and History,
Columbia, South Carolina,

(17] Estate of Adam Bel], Department Archives and History,
Columbia, South Carolina,

(18] Family Bible of John Bell, as copied by Eula V', Bell ang
Dora Bell.
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Family of Charles Bell

Charles Bell, aged 23, was married to Margarei Montgomery, aged
22, on November 27, 1807. She was a daughter of Hugh .Montgomer; Il and .-
his wife, Margaret. -

Born to Charles and Margaret were: James, September 23, 1808;
William, September 3, 1810; Charles, July 14, 1812, who died September 8,
1825;'Mary Ann, May 13, 18i5. married the Reverend James Boyce, January
24, 1833; David, January 4, 1818; Nancy. February 4, 1820} married the
Reverend J. B. Watt, December 31, 1839,

Margaret Montgomery Bell died November 1, 1820 and was buried
a; the Old Brick Church, On September 5, 1822, Charles was married to
Jane Martin and there were born to them: Edward Martin, July 29, 1823,
who died August 31, 1825; Margaret Caroline, November 8.\ 182‘5. married
John' A Brice, April 7, 1846; Charles E. March 27, 1828, married Is#bella
Witherspoon, March 18, 1853; John P., November 12, 1830, married
Isabella Hemphill Caldwell, December 8, 1858; Celia M., June 9, 1833,
mar‘ried J. S. Brice, May 9, 1850; and Isabella E,, March 5, 1836, who

died May 26, of that same year. [19]

Family of Thomas Bell

Thofﬁ.aa. at the age of 30 years, was married to Martha_McClure
Martin on October 5, 1815. There were _bo\rn to this union: James,
August 23, 1816, who died December 9, 1845; Margaret McClure, May 10,
1818, married her cousin, William Dell, son of Hugh and Martha Watt Bell,
on Dccember. 24, 1839; Sarah.. Septembe;‘ 25, 1820, whc.» died Saptember 23,
1828; Edwara Martin, Octobar 8, 1822, married Martha Simonton D;uglass.
May 19, 1846; Nancy Jane, April 13, 1825, married Villiam Martin; and

Martha Sarah, October 16, 1828, [20]

[19] Family Bible of Charles Bell, as copied by Eula V/. Bell.

[20] Family Bible of Thomas Bell,



Family of Hugh Bell . : ‘ )

Hugh married Martha Watt, daughter of William Watt. As {ssue of
this marriage: Willlam, January 4, 1814, married his cousin, Margaret
McClure Bell, December 24, 1839; Jane, , married Frank Ware;
James W., 1821, xﬁarried Elizabeth Brown; Mary, 1822; John, 1827;

Sarah, 1830; Henrietta Susannah, April 27, 1834, who died December, 1855,

unmarried. [21] : .

Family of Willlam and Elizabeth Bell McKell
Elizabeth married William McKell in Fairfield District, South
Carolina and moved to Starkville, Mississippl. It {s not known if there

was issue of this marriage.

Family of Robert Bell

Robert married Rebecca Martin in Fairfield District in South
Carolina and migrated'to Mississippi. Rebecca is believed to have died
enroute. He married Nancy Y., whose surname is not known. Among his
children buried in the A.k. P. Cemetery in Starkville, Mississippi are:
Jane Y., 1831, died Septeimber 21, 1846; John M., April 23, 1835, died
December 8,' _185;4; Nancy Elizabeth, 1839, died December 1, 1850; Mary
Anna, June 7, 1845, died September 23, 1863, [22]

The U. S. Census of 1850, Oktibbeha County, Mississippl, reflects
ﬁell daughters living with their aunt, Isabella Bell Montgomery, anl these
are likely children of Robert Bell who were orphaned at the time of his

death in 1848, [23]

[21] U.S. Census 1850, Oktibbeha County, Mississippi and
Cemetery Records of Oktibbeha County, Mississippi, Missiseippi
Genealogical Society, Starkville, Mississippi.

f22] 1bid,

[23] Ibid.
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Family of Hugh Montgomery II and IsabellaBeli Montgomery

Hugh Montgomery II and Isabella Bell were married in Fairfield
District, South Carolina. There were born to them: Nancy Elizabeth,
1824, married Dr. M. Brainard Barnwell; William B,, August 21, 1829,

married Sarah Glenn; Robert, 1834, [24]

dx either side of the road to Ashford's Ferry (State Highway 34) from
Little River to the ridge, in the 1820's, were farms or planta:tione of the
children and grandchildren of William Bell I, for the most part, fields of
cotton.

Near the Old Brick Church lived James Kincaid, a retired sea captain,
who brought the first tomato to 4 3 -ountry and developed it as a food. And
"almost every resident of Fair..e 4 .1l tell you without hesitation that the
cotton gin was invented by Jamee Kincaid, though Whitney received accolades
as the inventor. In Fairfield it is stated that the inventor stole the idea
after visiting Kincaid's home and watching the machine, which waﬁ originally
to remove the burrs from sheep's wool. In Mr. Kincaid's absence, his wife
allowed the northerner to see the machine, he promptly made off for
Savannah, Georgia, sketched the intricacies.’. and applied for a patent.' [25]

But to ‘\;homever bélong tbg accolades for the invention of the cotton
gin, itt:z advent brought the development of the cotton culture, based on the
slave system, and wealth and sumptuous livi;g for many. For already in.

the early 1800's, fine colonial homes were rising to grace an already

beautiful landscape. But the wealth of W iliiam Bell I was not to be measured

? by his place of abode, nor by sumptuous living, for that matter, but rather

by the twelve farms or plantations staked off by him for his children.

The family social life seems to have been closely associated with

[24] n. This information obtained from the u.s. Cen's'ua 1850(.: Oktibbcha
County, Mississippi and Cemetery Records of Oktibbeha County,

Mississippi, and may be incomplete.

(7] & Fairfield Sietek’f ncl, Dolicl, pir-e
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the activities of the church and its congregati‘on. ~It was at their church
that the Synod of the Carolinas, which is now the Associate Reformed
Synod of the South, was organized on May 9, 1803, with the Reverend
James Rogers acting as moderator. [26]

Sunday was a very special day in the lives of the Bell family, a
day set aside for worship at the Old Brick Church and for feliowship and
visitation. For it was on this day each week, that William.n and Ann,
their eleven living children and more than forty grandchildren, would
assemble together to worship, and, after services, have dinner on the
grounds of the church, shaded by the large and towering white oak trees.
But then on occasion, they would be invited to the homes of members living
nearest the churgh. such as the Kincaids.

Ix; the early 1800's Charles, fourth son of Wuliarﬁ 1II and Ann, had
won election to the office of Justice of Peace in the Justice District em-
bracing the Monticello area. He also had established a grain mill on
Little River, or one of its tributaries, and was engaged in the milling
business. [27]

Among other events of the era was that of John's departure for
North Carolina., John, third son of Williarfn II and Ann, ' % ¥ gettled
early in liie" “on the middie fork of Crowder's Creek, in Lincoln County,
the part that is now Gaston County, N.C.. \in a neighborhood where he had
relatives. Having lost his bride of five monthg. Elizabeth Hawthorne, he
married Elizabeth, daughter of James and Margaret Montgomery, who
were his mother's kin, and wﬁo had moved to Cro»\'der;s Creek.from'
Chester County, S.C. in 1301, John Bell received from James Montgomery
a plantation of 116 acres, and he owned other land, besides.,”" [23]

[26] The Cente:"!mial E{igtory of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian
Church,

[27] Sece zaffidavit of V/illiam Bell III, Egtate of William Bell I,
Departmernt Archives & History, Columbia, South Carolina,

[2] Notes of Zula V.. Ecil.
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For more than a quarter cent»ury there h"aéi beén but a single death
in the William Bell II houschold, that of the sec.ond son, James, in the
year 1809.

But death visited the family for thie second time, when on November
16, 1823, Ann Montgomery Bell, wife of William II, passed away, in the
69th year of her life, [29] In something less than a year from her death,
they would have celebrated their ﬁftiet.h wedding annlvéraar?. Ye can be
almost certain that those of the Bell Comymunity, including the collateral
kin, would have filled the sanctuary of the Old Brick Church as the cele-
brated Reverend James Rogers delivered the eulogy. And so, also, we
may presume that among the mourners that day, and seated in the servants'
gallery [30] of the church were a Negro girl, named Vinney, 2 mullato
girl, named Sukey, and a Negro man, named Jack, all faithful household -
servants. [31] |

Ann Montgomery Bell was laid to rest at the Old Brick Church,
where, beside her resting place, was a space reserved by William II for
his own Ilnterment. When ""the old gentlemen,' as he was affectionately
referred to, was assisted onto his wagon or 'buckboard for the ride back
to his home, he likely sensed the events of tihat day marked the béginning
of the end of f;xe immigrant era.

| Living at the plantation with the .fathgr was Adam, the seventh son,
who never married. Tl;xe youngest son, Robert, who married Rebecca
Martin, may also have been living there with his family. And there were
the faithful household servants.v It is likeiy "the old gen;lemen. " at the age
of seventy, left the planting of money crops to his sonc. But he still held

title to his plantation, or so much as was left of it, after staking off lands

[29] Grave marker, Old Brick Church, Fairfield County, South Carolina.

{30] The term "servant' rather than "slave' was used to denote the gcllery
used by the family slaves, who attended reli gious services with their
macters. See plague in Old Brick Church.

[21] In last will and testament of William Dell IT, theee servants werc
perqueatihed to soree af his childéren, Uormmrmimrant Archives [ IMistory,

- cemem e} € PR 0% ~ - -3,
Colurabin, foveh Corclivn,
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to his children, And he owned another tract of two hundred fifiy acres
that he };ad leased, Occasionally one of the children would be in need of
financial assistance; and to the end that none of them should be dealt with
unfairly, a cash advance was treated as a loan, For it was about this
period of time that his son, Hugh, borrowed fifty dollars, [32] |
Perhaps‘ the waning years or a lingering illness, prompted William
Bell II to call for hig neighbors, Robert Milling, L., T. Ra~bb. and William
Hawthorne, to witness his last will and te stament, a document to which
he would be unable to affix his signature - only his mark, that May 14,
1824, [33] |
Tq his son, William Bell III, he would leave the sum of three hun-
dred dollars ($300, 00), and the family Bible, or a new one at his choice;
to his grandchildren, William Bell, Margaret Watt, Nancy Bell, James Bell,
and Sarah Bell, children of his son, James, deceased; and Margaret Haw-
thorne, Isabella Hawthorne, Mary Hawthorne, and Nancy Hawthorne, children
of his daughter, Ann Nancy Bell Hawthorne, each the sum of fifty dollars.
($50.00). And, for the Payment of these bequests, he directed that his
parcel of two hundred fifty acres of land be, sold. To his youngest sons,
Adam and Robert he would leave his plantatxon. Of his faithful household
servants, the Negro girl, named. Wi inney, together with a bed and furniture,
would go to son, Adam; to son, Robert, ‘the mullato girl, name‘d Sukey,
together with a bed and furniture; and to son, John, the Negro man, named
Jack, together with his (William II's) sad;‘s};.
All the rest of his Negro slaves, he would give and bequeath to his
children, Margaret MeGill, Charles Bell, Thomas Bell, Hugh Bell, Detsey
McKell, and Isabella Montgomery. each to share and share alike. The

share of daughter, Margaret McGill, was left in trust for the use and

benefit of her children after her death.

[32] Sece Footnote [27).

[33] Last will and testament of William Bell II, Department Archives &
Ilistory, Col ambiz; South Carclina,
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And, finally, William Bell Il bequeathed his Brown's Dictionary
to his son, Charles, who, with son-in-law, Hugh Montgomery I, were

named co-executors of his last will and testament.
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CHAPTER X1

THE THIRD MIGRATION

It was late summer, 1825, and more than a year since W{lliam Bell II
had touched a pen as his mark to his last will and testament. Whether or,
not he suffered a terminal or lingering illness, is left to conjecture, but
on September 3, 1825, the patriarch of the Bell Community paseed away,
in th.e 72nd year of his life, [1] |

Probably no person outside the immediate family l:n;w him better
than éid the Reveread Jémea Rogers, bie pastor for more than a quarter
ceatury., The Reverend Rogexs had baptized his children, performed their
marriage ccremcnies, and they had received their education in bis school.
If we could but recapture the words of tne Reverend Rogers in his eulogy
of Villiam Bell II, we would know much more of his life than the fragmen-
tary records tell us today. But just as \Qe know that his name is {mplanted
for posterity on the Deed to the Old Brick Church, and his labor embodied
in the brick that line its sturdy walls, the Reverend Rogers might alzo
have noted that Willlam Bell II had drawn inspiration from the old books '
in his home - the Holy Bible, The Confession of Faith and Catechism,

The Scot's Worthies, Clo;d of Witnesses, a{;xd the Crookshank's History
of the Church of Scotland, And, as the Reverend Rogers closed his Bible
and stepped from the small pulpit of the _sanctuary to speak personally
with the family, he migixt well have said to ;hem, and for us today -
therein is your family heritage.

The estate of William Bell I was a.u.l:rninistered 1;3' the co-executors,
Charles Bell and Hupk: Montgomery I, In order to pay the cash bequests
for the grandchildren named in the will, as well as to William Bell III. the
executors, on November 2, 18?.5. sold eight Negro slaves for & total of

$2,852.00, or .‘;‘»356. 50 each, At this san.c sale, they disposed of many

[1] Grave marker, Old Brick Charch, Falrficld Ccunty, South Caroiinz.




items of personal property, including: "a "Side Boa'rd;' for $15.00; a "Lot
of Books" for $6.00; ''20 Old Fat Hog;;' for $100. 00; "14 Stock Hogs & Pigs"
for 3$21.00, |

On the 10th day of January, 1829, the exgcutors gold 255 acres of
land for $2.00 per acre, or & total of $510.00. This property was sold on
credit, payable in twelve months,

" Huagh, son of Williare Bell I, had borrowed fifty dollara from his
father. William III, now William Bell, Senior, made oath Before his hrother,
Charles, Justice of Pcace, to the following:

"Wim, ﬁell Senr. swears before me that sometime in the year 1824
previous to the death of his father Wm. Bell he heard the old gentleman
gaying that a certain note which he held on his son Hugh Bell for Fifty
Dollars was all paid hut thirteen or fourteen dollars - and has reason to
believe that the ballance was paid by said Hugh Bell as meane was pro‘cured
for that pvrpose."

In settlement of the legacies to William Bell, Senior, and the grand-
children, Charles, one of the executors, on March 9, 1829, paid to P, (orx)
R. M. Tallaferrc $50.00, amount of legacy to his wife, formerly Nancy
Bell, and the same amou;xf t; Jarmes Watt, ‘le gacy of his wife, formerly
‘Margaret Bell. On Januaryl, 183], John Hawthorne received $228, 00,
amount of legacies due kis daug};—tcrs. Margaret, Isabella, Mary and
Nancy. Febz;ua.ry 3, 1831, Willlam M .. Beﬁ received $56, 30, the amount
of legacy and interest, August 19, 1831, Samruel G. M;Cre!ght recelved
$57. 00, legacy due his wife, formerly Sarah Bell, andthe interest. On
February 17, 1829, James Bell received $54.48; and March 30, 1830,
William Dell received 5327, 00,

Aud, finally, among the papers in the file of the catate, is the

notation of the executors of a receipt for the Negro slave, Jack:



”

‘"Received of John Bell of the State of North Carolina, Linceln
County, his receipt for a Negro man by namé Juck about twenty-six years
of age which Negro Man was willed to him by Williarn Bell Senr. decd of
South Carolina Fairfield District." [2]

By the early 1830's, the cotton fields in the Piedmont were badly
errogﬂcd and leeched, the hurnus gone from the onetime fertile soil. Croa
procuction had declined steadily, reguiring yreater acreage. And, with

L]
all of this, a steadily increuasing population to share the arable land, S0
it was little wonder that Vthc Bells, at least most of themn, turned their eyeé
westward for land on which to plar;t cotton.

In the State of Mississippi, and particularly Oicttibbeha County, the
Choctaw Indiang had beeﬁ removed, the county surveyed, and the land
offered zt public sale:

'"In 1832, or 1833, the report of the surveyors became public, This
described the county; giving not only section and quarter-section lines, but
addinz commenty on topography and fertility; noting timber and streams and
lay of the land., This valuable report is still in existence, Upon its pubii-
cation, tha Government threw open the lan§s to settlement, &nd on
November 2"_(. iB.’:S, the Land Office began/ to éell aqd to record clairns
at a dollar ;nd 2 guarter an acre." [3]

But just as many of the family__w_el_r\e in the procesa of liquidating their
holdings, as also were their neighbors, in preparation folr the migration to
the Statc of Missiseippi, Adam:, seventh son of William II and Ann Bell,
died in 1833, and was laid to .reet with cthers of his far‘-.nily at the Old Brick
Church. [4]

From all that ie know=n, it would appear the four elde;.st sonus of
william II - William III, Jobn, Charles and Thomas, never intended to
[2] Estate of William BRell II, Department Archives & History, Columbia,

South Carclina,
[3] Historical Sketches, Oktibbcha County, page .

[#] Crove rearlior, CLI Urick Church, Yairfield County, South Carolina,

“5&-



move to Mississippi, 'I;bomas, however, had ac;éluiiré;:‘. property there, [5])
| it was Robert, youngest son of Wﬂliam II, who iéd the way westward

about the year 1834, It may have been that Rol.>ert. then 39 years of age, had
been chousen by the group to go {irst and purchase land claims in their names.

Lula ¥, Bell, in her notes, refere 1o Miss Janie Hutchingon of
Montif:euo, viho remenbhered ht:—..r mother saying that Robert was the first
of the Dell family to leave bome. 1t is believed that a 'daugl;ater. IsaLclla,
was born to Robert and hie wife, Reliecca, iz; the Staie of Teunessee in

1324, [6]

Ve know that his route or tfavei would have teken him firet to the
State of North Carolina and then to Tennessee, Likely with two covered
wagons, laden with two months' supply of grain and rations and all of their
personal efiects, Pobert and wife Reboucca, then heavy with child, and Negro
slaves, including the household servant, Sukey, first headed northward,
poseibly to his brother John's home cn the middle fork of Crowder's Creek
in Lincoln County, North Carolina., ¥rom thence, his route of travel would
bave taken him to a road leading from Lumberton, North Carolina to the
Smokies and iato Tennesace. .‘

/

Those of the Bell family who joine< the wagon trains to Mississippi
wers: |

Hugh, son of Williani II, his wife, __l\ilan rtha, and likely all of their
crildren except \‘.’iluan;n. who remalned behind in Fairfield District.

Robert, youngast son of Willia.: II, his wife, Rebecca, and thelr
ckiléren. | ’

Eli;abe‘:.h. daughter of Willias~ I, and her husband, William Mciell,

Iszbella, wvoungest danghtavy of Williawm II, ker hushand, Hugh

Montgomery IIl, and their children.

»

[5] Last Will and Testament of Thomas Bell, Department Archives &
Histoxry, Columbia, South Carolina.

v

[6]) Notes of Eula W, Bell,
n. See U.S. Census 1850, Oitibbeha County, Mississippl,

Touseh-1d af Trale 11, YLTcut sy
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Jarnes, the goa of Jaraes, grandsbn of VWilliamn 1I, and ixis wife,
whose name is uninown; and his sister, Sarah, with ber husband, Samuel G.
McCreight, [7] v |

V.'inian‘n IV, grandson of Willlam II, his wife, Margaret, and children;
his sister, Nancy, and her husband, James Smith; and his cister, Margaret,
and her husband, Willlam Gray. [S]

And finally, three sons of Charles - James, \‘vl'illiax.r. and David,
grandsons of Willlam II. [9]

The wagon trains probably took a route that carried them to the
Savannah River at Augusta, Georgia, and across that State to LaGrange.

In a cemetery at LaGrange, Georgia is the gravé marker of a Nancy Bell,
as yet unidentified. Some of the Bell wives are believed to have died
enroute, &und probably some of the chiléren., Jarnes, son of Jamnes,
lingered in Georgia for two years, where two of his children were born.
His wife probably died there, inasinuch as his wife, Martha, as reflected
vy the U.S. Census of 1850 for Oktibbeha County, Mississippl, was too
young to have been the mother of his older children.

Just as their ancestors had migrat,gd from Scotland to Ireland as
yeomen far.qzer.s. taking with them their flinty Pre.sbyterianism. so, too,
hod some of the Bells of Fairfield District corme to Mississippi with equal
skills and religicue zeal. For it was only shortly after they had arrived
that the Belle and their acighbors organized for religious services. In-
cluded in this first groun were Robert Bell and Elizaberh Lell Mciiell,
children of "#illiams 11, Hugl Montgonery I, husband of Isabella, c::aughtcr
of Williarn IZ, Williarr. Dell, 5r., believed o be a sen of Charles Bell, ond
William Bell, Ja. (IV), sou of Williawr I, wio vas &t thal tinie the Senior

Williamy Bell, still recsiding in Fairficld District.

~

(7] U.S. Census 1350, Okiibbehi: County, Mississipni.

L
t

[3] Estate of Williars Bell III, Department Archives & History,
Columbia, South Carolina.,
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From the Hisforical Sketchen of Oktiﬁbeha County, i.w Judge Thomas B.
Carroll, we are told:

"The Reform Church Presbyterians had nreaching in 1839, organized
formally in 1840, .and built 3 church-houre in 1841, The buildine, a woodan
structure, stood at the juncture of east Main St. and West Paint Rd,, neople
called it the Reform, the Secer.';:r. or the United Presbyterian Church, The
cherter members vvere Maranret Flercine, Jane Wiserman, Elizabeth McKell, |

)

Hugh Montzomery. Robert Bell, W{lliam Bel)l. Sr., Willizr~ Bell, Ir., and
John and James Wiscinan., The membershin was 25 in 1842; and David
Pressley was pastor. "

| It was their dedication ax® their gkill as nlanvers that vwould enuble
_the Bells 2né other early settlers of Starkville to sce that community become
the capital cof the farmiﬁg aristocracy of Miseissinpi. As a landmark today
of that aristocracy is "The Cedars, " the home built by David Montgomery
on a high knoll overlooking his cotten fields. At his death, the pronsrty was
purchased by W, B, Montgomery, son of Hugh Montgomery Il and his wife,
Isabella Bell Montgomery, youngest caughter of William Bell II. In

"Mississippi, a Guide to the Magnolia Stata' ic found this reference to

’
’

“"The Ceriars':
"Left from Starkville on State Road 23 1.3 miles ta the Montgomery
home (open Ly appointment.) Built in 1739 by David Montynmery and moodeled

~

after a 2-story 18th Century Englizh dwelling. It ic r-arked by restraint of
L

treatment, no unneccssary details d=tracting from its yood oropartioa,

Long green blinds banp at the small-pared windows, and walle and columns

are white. Brick chimneys, mellowed to a faint rose, flank the ends. The .

house sits on a knoll in a grove of ancient cedar=,"

-5 .-



L3

CHAPTER XII

YEARS O PESTILENCE

Sardly a bouseheld in Palrfisld District had éscaped thz {moact of
the migrativi weeiward, Almost overnicht, the Commun‘ity of Starkville
in Mis#lsslopl was likce & tranevlant of life from old Faixfield. It seams
that most of the older childeen of the furriliea, whose !'{es were not so
firmiy rooted as to detea them, moved westwa ¢d, zlvrozt on narse, About

L] .

wldrty io nuwber acre these of the Rall farrily comwunity who lad joined the
wigratisn, for they, like their fovefathers, were ZiMed with an indomitable
ploacering spirit. lured on by the prospect of purchusing land for vae dollar
and twenty-five cenis oer acre and the prowise of a sotten zulturs that
firrored wealth and gracious living.

But a

.

the atripiing comriunity of Starkvilie ha\. sained most of the
youao talent of Falrfield Cistrici, it marked the beginnisp of a long period
of regreesion in the community life back in South Carolina, and eventually
2 the cay when it would be said of the Ball Cornmunity, thouzh ouce there
were many, now there are nona.

A culture tiiat had evolvad emmong these Scetech-Irish immisrant |

-~
»

descendants oveyr a nericd of some three-ocore and ten years - industry,
frucality and "God-fearin;; - it was all etili there, but surely noticeable
vere the ernpty pews each Salbath al the Old Brick Church, The verv o)d
. Y

were in attendance, as also the youti:. but the nmany younrs viarried couples
anc their children, who had contributed 60 rouch to the spiritual and material
vitality of the church, wese ms'lonf;er ti.e'rc.:.. Moreover, death had taken
their pastor -teacher, the celebrated Revercad Jarnes Rogpers.

The Revercnd Rogers was succeeded in the pulpit at the Cil? Brick
Church by the Reverend jamues Boycu. Reverend Doyce was married to

Mary Ann Bell, daughter of Charles Bell, gon of William Dell II.
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Few, if any, of the children or grandchildren of William Bell II,
prior to 1840, had the ben‘efit of a higher education, South Carolina had
established a State University at Columbia, bdt among the Associate
Reformed Presbyterians, it was considered a corrupt institution and they
refused to permit their children to enroll. This led to the establishment
by them of the State's {irst four-year sectarian college: "'¥ % % Due West
was the holy city of the Associate Reformed Presbyterians. The last
named sect, by the way, were anything but newfangled, or iiberal Presby-
terians. They claimed, to the contrary, a purer devotion to John Knox:
reformation, polity, zealous to keep their sons from corruption in Columbia,
they opened at Due West the statds first four year denominational college -
Erskin - in 1839, " [1] |

About 1835, John Bell, son of William II, sold his lands on Crowder's
Cfeek in North Carolina, the last tract being a piece of meadow land be -~
queathed him by James Montgomery. John and Elizabeth, by joint deed-
for $222, 00 conveyed 'l acre and 70 square perches' to Robert Barber on
January 14, 1835, On January 25 of that year, he helci a sale to dispose of

part of his personal property and immediately thereafter removed to his

native Fairfield District. 4

An acute, infectious, often fatal, febrile disease, characterized by
jaundice, hemorrhages and vomi.t'ing. its virus tranemitted by the yellow-
fever mosquité. found its way into par‘tQ 01: the South in the 1830's, though
not epidemic until the mid-40's. We can only assume that the many deaths
among the young and middle aged of that era were attributable to it.

At this period of time, John and wife Elizabeth, toggther with their
only surviving son, James M’ontgome‘ry- Bell, and his family, were living

at the old Bell Place, then owned by his brother, Charles.

From the notes of Cula W, Bell we are told that:

]
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"In 1843 John Bell and his son James Montgémery Bell bought a
plantation in partnerahip in Chester County on Rocky Creek. Deed Book DD,
page 372, shows this purchase of 154 acres for $432.57 from David Wi.llson.'
The land was bounded by lands of Alexander Barber, John Nesbit, and Mr,
Kilgore. Witnesses were W, Flenniken and John F. Bigham. )A note
ahould_ be made about this John F. Bigham, who was the brother of Mary
Bigham Bell, wife of James Montgomery Bell. Mr. Bigham.never had any
children and was especially conaiderate of all his relatives., He married
Miss Jane Johnson who was the beloved 'Aunt Jenny' to all her husband's
kin, as well as her own. They are buried at Hopewell, )

"On this farm on Rocky Creek John Bell and ﬁis wife Elizabeth
Montgomery lived in one house, alone, being cared for through'the years
by the faithful Negro Jack., A very short distance away., probably not more
than a hundred yards, lived James Montgomery Bell and his family. In
fact thery were 80 near that James Montgomery Bell's wife every morning
took the children to their grandfather John's for morning prayers, (her
husband at that period of his life not being much given to prayer) and on
the way home carried up a_bucket of water from the spring. The children
who were taken to grandfathexj John's for mofrning prayers received there
impressions t:or good that they never forgot. Charles James Bell spoke
often to his sones of that period. John and his wife were dependent upon the
daughter-in-law Mary for ruch attention and care, and after her death
April 24, 1848, tiaey moved back to the old l'.xorne place in Fairfield County
¥ ¥ ¥ John Bell at'the time of hi;a marriage 'was provldec{ for' by his father
Wil liam Bell of Fairfield Co., S.C., and James Montgomery, his father-
in-law, gave him land in Lincoln Co., N.C. » but he was never very success-
ful in a financial way, and also he suffered from much bitterness of heart

=

because of the way Charles Bell executed the will of Willian- Bell (11). "

John Bell lost three children in the 1230's; Margaret Montgomery

e



Bc'>1en. on January 12, 1832; John, Jr., October 2, 1835; and Willlam Joseph,
August 27, 1837, | |

The yellow fever had reached epidemic proportions throughout the
South. In Starkville, Mississippl, Elizabeth Bell McKell, daughter of
William Dell Ii, died on June 2, 1842; on May 7, 1544, Nancy Elizabeth,
daughter of Hugh Montgomery Il and wife Isabella Bell, Back in Fairfield
Diétrict. on November 27, 1844, Charles Bell, Sr. passed away and was
buried beside his first wife, Margaret Montgomery, at th; 0l1d Brick Church.
On June 9. 1845, his son, Willlam, died at Starkville, Missisaippi; as did
his son, James, on December i of e sarne year; and a daughter, Mary
Ann Boyce, of Fairfield District, on December 5, 1347.

Willlam Bell III, first born of William II, at Fairfield District on
July 2, 1845, and was buried at the Old Brick Church beside his firat wife,
Sarah Montgomery. Also at Fairfield District, James, son of Thomas Bell,
died December 9, 1845; Martha Jane, daughter of William, the son of Hugh
Bell, on January 18, 1845; and her brotheras, Thomas Jefferson, September 3,
1847, and James Erskin, April 24, 1848; Margaret Caroline Brice, daugbter
of Charles Bell, died March 1, 1848,

And back in Starkville, in the £am,ily of Robert Bell, son of William II,
Robert's s'econd wife, Nancy Y,, died February 3, 1846; his daughter, Jane Y..
on September 2, 1846; his third wife, AC.aEherine A., on August 30, 1847;
Robert died on July 19, 1848; his daughter, Nancy Elizabeth, on December l.:
1850; and his son, John M., December 8, 1854. Also in Starkville, Hugh .
Montgomery 1L husband of fsabella Be'u. Montgomery: died September 2,
1849,

From the notes of Eula W, Bell is an account of:

"A 'store bill' made at the time of the death of Mary Bigham Bell,
aged 40 (wife'of James Montgomery Bell) six weeks after the birthl of her

baby, William Thomas, throws light upon the customs of the times when
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when shroude were used for burial garments, while the handmade coffing
were covered and lined with cloth. The footing was fine net trimming for
caps, collaras and ruffles, Under Zate of Spril 24, 1848, the'followlng

iterrs were entered:

1 Bottle port winz .75
9 yards White cambric at , 25 2.25
21/4 yards Footing .20
1/4 yard Book muslin _ .10
1 pair White cotton gloves 121/2
1 pair White hose > .25
41/2 yards Black covering at . 37 1/2 1:.681/4
61/2 » Lining at . 14 .91
41/2 Black ribbon at .15 . .671/2

"Her baby was taken to Le reared by the Misses Peden of the Peden's
Bridge Road, but he survived his mothesr only two weeks, dyinyg on May 7th,
On !‘-!ay 8th the store account received a charge for 1 l:/Z yards of white
ribbon which must have been used on the tiny burial robe, a snool of white
thread and 11/2 yards of blue covering cloth for the coffin.

John Bell, son of William 1I, passed away January 4, 1849, at the age
of 68 years; and his brother, Thomas, on March 15, 1850, at the age of 65
years. Both are buried at the' Old Brick Church, John in an uamarked gr.ave.

Thomas Bell died testate, having made his will on January 14, 1847,

y

He devisedﬂan'd bequeathed to hie wife, Martha, a child's share, and more
should she' desire it, during her lifetime; the remainder to his four children.
Other provisions of the will are: C o

"Ird My daughter Margaret M. BEecll (who has intermarried with
\WWilliam Bell) I have already given a Neg_z'-o Woman Charlott, a horse saddle
and bridle, bedstec bed & furniture, one cow & calf, ’&c-- at the 'time given
I valued the Negro Voman at Eight hundred dollars (800, 00) the horse bridle
& saddle at one hundred (100. 00). The other property I have placed no
valuation on - and I wish my \'a'it;e & cther three children to receive each as
much property as I have already given my daughter Margai-et h'(. when she

shall come in and share eyual with the rest of my heirs.
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."4th The balance of m}x" property real & peréohé.l '(é.ftex; my Wife
takes what she chooses and my three childreh nam.ely ‘anard‘ M., Bell,
Nancy I. Bell and Martha S. Bell - shall receive each a8 much ifx valuation
ac I have already given my said daughter Maxrgaret M. Bell - including a
Nezro boy Alexander & a gir! Phily which I lent to my daugktexr Margaret
to wait on her as I choee) 1 wisi\. equally, divided in valustion among my
four children Margaret M. Bell, Edward M. Bell, Nancyl. Bell anc
Martha S, Bell, share and sharc alike. '

'"§th The property real or personal that my three daughters Margaret M.,
Nancy I. & Martha S, may cr do receive by this my Will I bereby settle it on
them and the lawful issue of their bodies forever and I do declare that it shall
in no wige be subjecat (to) the debte of thelr husbands in no case whatever.

"éth 1 co hereby appoint my son Edward M. Bell sole Guardian of the
person and property of my daughter Martha S. Bell curing her minority.

"I hereby emrpower my Executors to s«ll any or all mmy real.property
either here or that in the State of Micsissippi and to give warrantie titles to
the same.

"8th I du hereby nominate constitute and appeint ™y Wile Martha M.

’

/
Bell excaurix and my son Edward M, Bell Xxccutor of this yny last will and

testament.” 2]

Thomga, 2t tha tiswe of bis dca;h, ‘owned perhavs as much ag 1300
acres of land. The suv-:_vey nf hie broth=r Charles' land [3] reflects adjoin-
ing tracts belonging to hins (Thomrns) of more than half that numbder oi acres,
ot il aot include hie home pianta!ion. T’f alro had !:c;!rling in the State of
Miseizalppi. and gwaad an undeterminad nember of slaves.

Peath struck @zzin on &ra) 7, 1862, swher Elizabeth Montzamery Bell,
widow of John, pessed away, énd wse burisd Leside her husband at the Cild
Brick Church,

solthersd this was duera ol groot fadness ar tie Tell Cormunity -

[2] Estate of Thomas Bell, Diepartment Archives & Histery, Columbin,
South Carolina.

-

A

[2] etnte of Cherler Lell, Denzrtrent / rakiver i fictary, Colu--iiz,
Couth Cearoling,
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ceath of fever still hevering over the remaining familien, and orminous way

clouds everywhere a5 the Secessionist Movement gained momentum, there

- wag still occacion for aome levity and celecbravion., ¥erhios it vaas to be a

<

wudding, for on March 3, 1881, Martha, wiie of Zdward M., Dell, rode to
¥ innsboro in her carriage to wrake some purchuses ai ine mercaaiile
esisblishment of Woodward & Razndolph. These included: ''2 gallonas
mizlaga wine, 2 gallon demiijobns, 17 pounds joaf augar.A 1 box raisens,

2 pounés candy, 2 pounds kisses, 1 pound pop kikses, 4 bottles cordial,
and 1 quart rys whiskey. " Marths returned to Woodward & Randoiph on
Mzarch 12, and made som-e additional purchases: 'l sperm candles,

1/Z tushel of rice, 2 gaillons Bourbon whiskey, 2 pounds of candy, 1 bottle

lemcn syruo and 1i4 1/2 pounds of bacon. "

Deata among the Bell families continued, unabated, as on July 29, 1852,

Jane Martin Bell, widew of Charles, passed away, at the age of 67 years;
anc on June 9, 1852, Celia M. Brice, daughter of Charles, died.

Cn dMerch 19, 1853, Charles &., eldest of three surviving sons of
Crarles Bell, was married to Isabella Witherspoon. This couple moved to
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina to make their home, leaving only

/
John 2. Beil, .r.g‘ed £3, as ihe last of Charles' children to reside in the
Beli Community of Fariflield District. [4] |

Cn May 16, 1854, Martha Sarah, daughter of Thomas Bell, passed
away; and on December 2] of the same yea.r, Eliza Brown Bell, widow of
William II, died. Cn August 10, 1854, Ed\.,v:a‘rd AN. Bell, Jr., infant son of

.

Edward M., 2 grandeson of Thomas, died. And death took the widow of

Thoraas, Martha McClure Bell, on September 9, 1655, All of the foregoing

e g
o

HEGRIETIHN StimneoH,

are buried at the Clc Brick Church. And at Starkville, Mis sissippi./a

daughter of Hugh Bell, soa of V iiliam II, died on December 22, 1855.

-

[2] Charlee Edward Bell and Isabella Witherspoon were the parents of
10 sons and 7 daughiers., Of these were Edwerd TMartin Bell, Laura
Bell Thompsaon and Jessie Bell McDonald, whose address, in 1942,
vas R.F. D, 3, Dox 59, Charlotte, North Carclina. n. This family
has not been traced,
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Havihg lost hie fatherv. mofher, a"sis.tér; an.?l his ¢kild, Ndward, Jr.,
all within a period of two 'years, EdwarciM‘. Bell left Fairfield District,
perhaps i.n early January, 1856, for a iournzy to Starkville, Misaiseibpi;

He was executor of his late father's estate, the adrninistration of which
bad been complicated by the death of hic rmmother and eister, both
beneficiaries under the will of Thomas Bell. His father hod ac.'.’uii'ed
land in Mississipni and it was thie item of business that resuired him to
make the trip. Edward probably visited in the homa of his‘ Uncle Hugh at
Starkville, the last surviving son of Villiam Bell II. On his rcturn
journey, he travelled eoutheast of ctzrkville to a cotton poxrt on the
Tombigbee River, where he boarded the steamboat “"Frank Lyon.' The
affidavit of three passengers aboard the vessel tell of the death of
Edward M. Bell and his nuncupative will:  [5]

“On the 16th day of February, 1856, Thomas E. Cannon, Alonzo R.
Cushman and Angi E. Sove, residents of the State of Mississippl, made
oath that 'Being on board the steamer Frank Lyon and being with Edward M.
Bell of Fairfield District of State of South Carolina during his last illnes.s
were then and there called upon by him to take notice and bear witness to

) /
his Will he'x;eina.fter set forth: that one of us, to-wit, Angi E. Sove retired
to the Clerk's office on said boat to write the will at length. That after the
Will was reduced to l\'yriting it was brought to him for hie gpproval and
signature. He was 8O far gone that he was unable to licten it or to sign

¥

the same; that he was taken very suddenly, only gick about forty eight hours;

)

that he spoke plain and distinctly without any nerson supgesting Or ‘dictating
his Will, being of sound mind & dispmosing memoTry and understanding, viz:

I desire that my wife shall have all my property free from the interference

[5] n. An oral will declared or dictated by the testator in his last sickness
before a sufficient number of witnessesg, and afterwards re duced to
writing.

Ietate of Edward k. DBell, Department of Archives & History,
Columbia, South Carolinz.

-
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of anf lepatees ovr any other person and at her death wish my property to
go to my children and that my wife be my executrix.." |

Ed@ard M. Bell was buried at the Old Brick Church. I—fia nuncupative
will was offered for probate in Fairfieid District; and he was survived by
his \vidow; Martha S., a daughter Martha M., and a son Alexander Douglass
Bell.

- As the end of the era of the 1850's came to a close, the Bell house-
holds in Fairfield District, as far as we now know, where'both the husband
and the wife were living, were reduced to two in number. There wag the
household of William Bell, son of Hugh, and wife Margaret, daughter of
Thomas Bell, and their children: Sarah Elizabeth, Hugh, Thomas E., and
Margaret Jane. And the household of John P. Bell, son of Charles, who
married Isabella Hem'phill Caldwell on December 8, 1858.

In the household of William Bell III, deceased, were: Charlés.
Thomas R.., who may have been married at that time; David M. ; Elizabeth J;
: leary C.; and John C,

And finally, there was the household of Edward M. Bell, deceased,

with his widow, Marthg_ S.. and two children, Martha M. and Alexander

’

Douglass. /

Sc; it was that of the nine known male descex;dants of William Bell I
residing in the Bell Community of ngrﬁeld District, six were eligible for
military service aﬁd awaited the call t.o\a.rms in the coming era.

In Chester District was the fa;mily of James Montgomery Bell, song'of

John, and his children: John Leroy: R;bert Brown Bell; Charles James;

Joseph Bigham; Margaret Nancy; Elizabeth Montgomery and Mary Jane.
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Chapter XIII
BELLS AND THE WAR BETWEEN THE STATES

Hugh and Martha Bell at Starkville, Mississippi received a letter
from their son William of F.airfield District, South Carolina, with distrescing
news, perhaps of the Secessionist Movement in progress therg. Ca January 1,
1860, Hugh penned this letter to his son, in reply:

"My dear son and daughter: We received your very welcome favor
a few days ago, but I must say I was somewhat surrpriaed to read a letter
from Billie, for I thought that he had forgotten how to write. It filled my
heart with joy when the announcement came that I had a letter from one who
is dear to me. But alas; it brought sad knews. Your mother is very much
distressed about you. There is a great deal of excitement here at this time.
Mississippi will secede in a few days. They are making up companies here
to send too Charleston. The times are improving cotton is worth eleven and
a half cents, The are plenty of every thing. We made a sorry corn crop,
but by being economical we will have enough to do us, We made sixty or
seventy bails of cotton. We sold some cotton, eight bails at eight cents.'
fifteen at eleven, the balance hand yet. We are preparing to plant another
crop. Margaret Valentine has another fine.daughter. William Goyens has
move 1 to thq,_.pla..ce he sold Davis. Miller is doing very well, We received
a letter from Sallie last week. Tell her that I am very much oblidged t‘oo
her for writing. Tell Hugh that I think that he has forgotten us entirely, 1
thought that he would write as he promised to do so. John is playing around
the girls very extensivelyf I think he has-a little tﬁougbt of marrying. I
thought that you would have movecd out here, butl have lost all hopes. I
think that you will do a greit deal better hore than where you are. The
times are very hard here, but hard as they are negros are hireing at a big
price. Negro fellows from tvic hundrecd and twenty-five ~!:c’o t\§o hundred and

sixty; women from two hundred too onc hundred and fifty. If you had your



negros here you could make more by hireing them out, than you make there,
I have hired none this year, but I expact to hire, if I can get them at their
worth., We made five bails of cotton to the hands. I have written all of the
knews. This leaves us all well. I must say that Margaret has been very
faithful in writing. I would like that you would write often, and let us hear
the ‘knews. Nothing more. I remain forever your true father. Hugh Bell, "
(1] .

In Chester District, Robert Brown, son of James Montgomery Bell,
was married to Margaret Ann Barnes on January 12. 1860. Two of his
brothers had already married, Joseph Bigham to Eliza Jane Collins on
Novémber 24, 1851, and John Leroy to Charlotte Bagley on February 14,
1856. Charles James was married later to Rachel Bigham, December 19,
1867. [2]

December 20, 1860 - an event that all had expected - South Carolina
seceded from: the Union, and the State of Mississippi followed on January 9,
1861, March 4, 1861, marked the Inauguration of Abraham Lincoln as
President of the United States, and, on April 8, 1861, Jefferson Davis,
President of the Confederacy, called for twenty thousand volunteers.

Among the descendants of William Belll,.as now known to us.
twenty-five were probably eligible for service with the Confederate Army.
Fourteen of them resided in Oktibbeha County, Mississippi; éix in Fairfield
District; four in Chester District; and one in the State of North Carolina.
-We presume that most, if 'not all, of these saw service during the war.

Official records tell of the service of some, Bible records and grave

markers of others, and a number of thefn- are unaccounted for. They, perhaps,

gave their lives along with those who are known to us to have died in service.
On July 25, 1861, Hugh, son of William and Margaret Bell, died.
[1) Letter in posaession of Margaret Starnell Kilgore, Columbia, South
Carolina, great granddaughter of Vvilliam Bell, son of Hugh.

[2] Family Bible of John Eell,
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On October 15, of that year, Martha M., daughter .;)f Edward M, and Martha
S. Bell, was married to Archibald J, Hamilfon. ~And her mother, Martha S.,
widow of Edward M. Be‘ll. married Reverend John Hunter on December 10,
1861,

Early in the year, 1862, the Bell men in Fairfield and Chester Districts
were leaving the plantations for Camp Instruction at Columbia, South Carolina.
Perhaps there were no male adults left at the Bell Coﬁmuaity in Fairfield
to manage the plantations and oversee the planting of crops. The older men
were all dead. In Chester District the responsibility would rest upo;x James
Montgomery Bell to care for the families of his four sons, all in the military
service,

From Camp Instruction, Columblia, John Leroy Bell, son of James
Montgomery Bell, expressed a thought to his wife Charlotte, one likely
shared by all in the service, "'l hope to get back to you again., This wicked
war can't last long." He expressed other thoughts, too, in his letters that
have been preserved to be shared with us: [3]

"South Carolina
, Camp Instruction.
T : Columblia, July 22, 1862
Dear Vife: -

1 seat myself this evening to inform you of our health whl.ch is
tole;-able good at thie time. I hope these lines may come to finding you all
well, Charlotte I ixave wrote you two letters since I came to this place but
I have never received an answer yet - 1 do»thinl; the tiroe long to hea.r from
you, * * ¥ They sy that we will be tal'cen to Virginia - I would rather not go
there if I could help it but if it is Gods will we will come through and get back
to our dear friends again. If we have to go I want to go home to see you all
before we leave, If it were not for you and my dear little children I could

-

get along but you are never out of my mind. ¥ % % I heard that you had a

[3] Original lettere of John Leroy Bell were in the possession of Dora Ann
Dell, daughter of Robert Brown Bell, when copied by Eula V. Bell.

-
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storm of wind and rain in Chester last Thurstday night - I want you to give me
the news about it - let me know how the crops look - I would like to be there

to get some apple pie - we cant get apples they are asking 5 ¢ for 2 apples.
Charlotte you had better dry all the fruit you can for you have no fdea how
high and scarce provisions is. Take care of your stock the best you can.

Tell Willlam and your mother that I will write to them soon. ILet father see
this - direct your letters to Columbia Camp Instructlo# in care of Major G;bbs
I bope you will write to me as soon as this comes to hand, Nothing more but

I remain yours until death, "

"South Carolina
Columbia Camp Instruction

Dear wife and little children

I seat myself this morning to inform you of our health which is.good
at this time. I hope these lines may come to hand and find you all well,
Deia.r' wife I will inform you that we have to take cars to Virginia this evening
at 4 o'clock - Charlotte I hope you wont take it hard - I want you to take it
easy and pray to God for me - If it is Gods wili for me to come to and get'
back to you and my Dear little children once’,more - Charlotte you must trust
in God and you will get along some way. * ¥ ¥ Charlotte I will write to you as
soon ag I get ‘thcre and I hope you-will write to me. Nothing more at this
time but I remain your husband till death - mmay God be with you' and bless
yc;u forever. (postscript) Kiss my little children for me Fare ye well if

I never meet you on earth - I hope to meet you in heaven."

"Richmond, Va.
g Hugust 2, 1862,

Dear Vife
I take this opnortunity to inform you rf my health which is good at this
»

time. I hope these linesﬂlmay come to hand and find you all well. We arrived

here about 12 o'clock today - We left the Camp of Instruction last Wednesday



T -

evening at 4- we got to Charlotte Tuesday morniﬁg at 3 o'clock and we left
Charlotte that evening and got to Raliegh about sunrise. We got to Weldon
yesterday evening sundown - we had a very uneasy trip the cars was so
crowded - we suffered for water and something to eat - we drew two loaves
of bread in Columbia - and that was all we got un til we got to Weldon and
then we got 2 half a loaf to 2 man. We have been eating bread and water
since we left Columbia., Charlotte it was hard for me to come through
Chester so nigh home and couldnt get to see you but I hope to see you all
before long - we are all going to the sixth regiment to the Old Pickens Guard.
This ic a pretty place there are lots of men here - I can see 25 or 30
carriages of artillery now. I would like to hear from you very bad I havent
beard a breath from you since I left Home - I would liks to be there to go to
preaching with you tomorow - they are expecting a battle here every' day

but we have to be drilled before we are taken into battle - I havent time to

~ give you all the news at this time - I will give you the news in a few days.

Direct your letters to 6 Regiment Company F in care of Capt. R, A, Craw-

ford - Nothing more at this time but I remain your husband til death."

-~

-
""Richmond, Va.
August 9, 1862

Dear Brother (in-law)

I take..my pen in hand this morhiné\to inform yéu of my health which
is good at this time though I am very weaic - I had a very bad spell of
disentary - I £ook some mlf:d'icine this give me relief. I hope these lines
may come to hand anc {ind you all well anc doing well., * & % \Ye¢ have fo
cérill two hours in the cay and we get a half @ loaf of bread and ii is the worst
bread ever I eat - we pget enough of meat if we could get wood vto cook it. We
draw 3 sticks of wood to the miess every three days about enough to make one

fire. This iz & hard place to be but I hope we will all get home once more.

There is lots of soldiers here -~ there was an exchange made of prisoners
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the other day about four fhousand which has crowded our camp - they are
lying in every direction about here and as lousy as hogs. It is reported
that they have been a fighting about 8 miles from this place but that is all
that I can tell you - I heard the guns \}ery plain last Sunday evening east
from: this place - William I think I could get along if I could hear from
home -1I l;xavent heard frorn home since I left - [ am uneasy to hear -

I hope you will st#y with my Dear family and do the bé st you can for them -
it seems that I can hear the crys of my little children now ~ I can never
forget the fix I left them in but may God be with and bless them and you

all forever - nothing more at this time but I remain yours til death. "

“"Gordonsville, Va,
August 16, 1862

Dear wife

I teke my pen in hand to inform you of my health which 1s tolerable
at thi§ time - I have been very bad off and had got better when we got orders
to meve - we left Richmond yesterday morning - we landed at Gordonaville
at 5 o'clock then we had to march about 4 miles - we had to march 6 miles
yesterday morning - we was.brought here t/p reinforce Jackson army - I
never wanted to come here but it don't matter God is here as well as there -
I think {1 h;td & days rest I would be well enough - I never was so sore in my
life. Charlotte I am uneasy to hear from:you - [ received one letter from
you since I left and it was wrote the 31 of July - it was sent to me at Camp
Columbiz - it was sent (on) to me, I received a letter from sister Nancy
and a pair of shoes come by hand to Charles, Nancy's letter stated t'hat our
baby wae very bad off with that rising and I want you to write me soon and
tell my friends all to write and I am hoping to get some of them - I have wrote
to many and havent ruceived any til it looks like no use to write. Dear wife
I went to the serpeant doctor since I commenced my letter and he excused

me {rom drilling todiiy "= Le pave rac 2 qulnine pills to take - we have to
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drill 6 hours in the day which is going to be iuard on .u_s - I would give the
world if this wicked war was over which I hope will be in a ehort time - if
I could hear from horne it would .lo ne good - I cannot be eary when I know
the fix my dear little baby is in but I hope the Lord will be with and bless
us and that the time will not be long when we will all meet again - Cha;'lotte
I received that lock of hair that you sent me I was glad to see it - write
soon as this comes to hand and fail not, We fare but tﬁiddlizxg for some
thing to eat - we get a half of lcaf of bread a day - we get beef and a little
bacon - we can live on it when we are well -~ fruit is worth $10, 00 per bushel-
25 cts. for three little apples ~ I havent bought any since I come to Va. I
bought a pint of buttermilk yesterday morning I paid 10 cts. for it - it
wasnt fit to drink - I believe I have told you all that I caa think of at present,
Notling more at present but I remain yc;ur husband untill death. "
“"Camp near Culpepper,
November 9, 1862.
Dear Father,

I seat myself to-day to inform you of our health which is good at
present hoping these lines may come to har},d and find you well - Cear Father
I got to my Rggi;nent yesterday - I left the hospital Wednesday and got here
Friday - I hadnt to walk but 2 miles - I went away to Stanton and we heard
that the Regt. had moved and I turned back-ané got to Culpepper Friday
night - we had snc;w here Friday and it snowed some last night - it is very
cold thie morning and is some warmer ¥ ¥ % Charles says he wants his old
uniform coat and a woolen shirt and drawers if you have them ready ;vhen
you send the rest of his clothes - we have marching orcers but have no idea
where we will go - we expected to leave this place by daylight this morning
but are still here - we hear such talk as going to the coast - I dont know
how it will be but T hkope we will get from this cold place - I have told you

all that I can think of at present. Nothing more at thjis time but I remain
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your affectionaté son untill death. '

'Camp neayr Fredericksburg

January 22, 1863

. Dear Wife

I seat miyself this morn;.ng to inform you of .my health which is good
at pr.esent. I do truly hope thcse lines may come to hand and find you all
well and a doing well, Charlotte I haven't much to write at‘ this tirme for
I have wrote you 4 or 5 letters since I have got one from you by male
the last letter I got with my clothes - I havent got one from you by male in
two months and it hurts my feelings that I cant get no letters from you,
Charlotte I got roy clothes by Mr, Strong and Calvin Chestnut. Calv told
me that he saw you at your mothers -.he gaid that you was well and hearty

looking - he said that he expected to go to see you before he started back

but Mr. Strong took a notion of starting earlier than he expected and hadnt

the chance of going to see you - I got one pair of pants two pair of drawers

onc shirt one pair of shoes 1 neck comfort & something to go over my ears

and [ got a handkerchief and letter in one of the pockets - and we got some

-

fruit and some butter which we have had som good mesaes of, It has done
us a heap of good - you have no idea how good it eats to us - I wouldnt take
10 dollars for what fruit and butter you sent us - Now Charlotte we are

-~

expecting orders to march every minute - we have orders to keep two days

rations cooked in our havoc sacks to be ready to march at a moments warn-

ing but we have no idea where we are r;oi.ngv to - it is hard the way pb‘or
soldiers are treated_ - it is bad weather if we have to march now. I do
think yesterday and last night was the worst night of wind and rain Aand cold
that I ever saw - the ground is nothingy but mud end water - I am tired of
this place and I am worn out with tiie sound of the drum and drilling -

I want to hear the sound of your voice and of them Dear little children and

2
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I do hope to be spared to enjoy that day. T wrote ht;me to y;:u to try to get
me to Oversee somewkere but it looks like I will never get any more
letters from you - I still look every day but I look in vain - you said in
your last letter that you had killed your hog - I think you ought to have
enough meat to do you - I hone and trust I will get home to help you eat
some of it - my advice to you is to save all you can to eat. Tell my little
children howdy for me and I do want you té write to me soon and fail not -
L]

I will close by asking you to write to me. Nothing more at present but

I remain your affectionate husband untill death.

In a postscript to one of his letters to Charlotte, John Leroy Bell
left this philosophical bit:  "When this you see, remember me ~though
in some distant land I be,"

John Leroy Bell died March 21, 1863, while serving in Compaﬁy A
of the 5th South Carolina Regiment. He was survived by hie wife Charlotte;
two daughiers, Mary Agness and Elizabeth Jane; and a son Charles.

Joseph Bigham, brother of John Leroy, died at Atlanta in 1863,
following wounds received in the Battle of Chicamauga., Hc was survived
by his wife Eliza, and one son John Robert.

fl‘wo‘ other sons of James Montgomery Bell, Robert Brown Bell
and Charles James Bell, fought through the war and returned to their
families in Chester. District, s

Two sons of Charles, the son of- William Beil II, died: IDavid of
Mississipoi, November 15, 1862, and John P. of Fairfield District, April 10,
1563, presumably in the military service. David was survived by };is wife
Jane, and two sons, Villiam anc James. [4] John P. was survived by
hic wife Icabella H, Bell.

Anc in Missiesippi, serving with Company ""C'* of the l4th Mississippl

[4] U.S. Census 150 of Oktibbeha County, Mississippi lists children of
David Bell. There may have been others.




Regiment, were: J. G. Bell and his fbrothcf, Benjémin F.. believed to
be sons of James II; J. Aquilla and Robert M., sons of William Rell IV. f5]

William Bell, son of Hugh, served in Company "F", 12th Regiment
of the South Carolina Infantry, and returned to his family in Fairfield
District after the war.

These are but a few of.the Bell descendants who saw service with
the Confederate Army. Most are unidentified - some unaccounted for
until this day, *

The year, 1864, saw the price of all commod.ities sky-rocketing,
with government agents purchasing most of the available meat and grain
producta. Sale of the assets in the estate of Nancy Bell, deceased, [6]
in Fairfield District gives us some idea of the cost of living during the
VWar Between the States, Dzlied peas sold for $5.00 a bushel; wheat at
$6. 00 a bushel; bacen, $1.50 a pound; lard, $3.00 a pound; cotton at
20 cents a pound; and cattle at $138. 00 a head. Slaves wefe sold for
between threer anc four thousand dollare - all in Confederate currency.

As an indication of the scarcity of writing paper during this era, the

accounting in this ectate was written on brown wrapping paper.

P
’

Back now to the Bell Commur@ity. " After the death of Edward N. Bell,
his widow, Martha S., waived her riéht to serve as execulirix of the egtate
of her late husb.md i1 favor of her brother, John S. Douglass. Mr,
Douglass was aiso appomted guardiax; of ;he person and property of youn g
Douglass Bell, the widow Martha having married the Reverend John Hunter..‘

In 1662, Douglassv Bell was sent.ta a boarding school in Due \West,
Zouth Carolina to complete kis primary education. The Reverend Hunter
would pay Dceug's expenses anc bill the guardian for reimbursgement. It is

interesating to note from the guardianship account thut a pair of shoes was

purchased in 1862 for $3.00. Another pair, purchased in 1864, cost 260, 00.

[5] Historical Skcetéhes Oktibbeba County, Mississippi - Carrol.
¢l u. This Nancy Ecll ic uaidentified, but likcly of the Ia.rrxlv of

Jolz. Lell I, Jiomnmiront of Airchives ). irtory, Columlic,
vouth Curolina,

- T




Four yeards of suit material, purch‘ased Lecember 15, i368 at Columbia,
cost $14C. 00,

In 1864, Douglass Bell was being schooled by a private tutor, John C.
Chislom, in Fairfield District. [7] His mother, Martha S., suffered a
respiratory illnees and died A:.-{ril 9, 1264, Though survived by her husband,
the Reverend Hunter, Martha was laid to rest beside Edward at the Old
Brick Church., A faded receipt given by Dr. Walter Brice of the New Hope
Comraunity reflects payment for medical services rendere‘d in 1864, (8]

After the death of his mother, enl when he was not away attending
school, Douglass Bell Yived in the. home of his maternal grandparents,
Alexander and Martha Douglass, in the New Hope Community of Fairfield
District, An account'aof this home is found in A. Fairfield Sketchbook -
Bolick:

"Albion is the larsest and most elegant home in the New Hope
gection. It {s the ancestral home of the Douglas family having been built
about 1840 by Alexander Douglas, who was a grandfather of the late Albert
Douglas, whose widow now owns the place. |

“"The house is beautifully located on an elevation at the head of an
avenue of ancient trees. Its appearance ils commanding; a true Southern
plantation ;-nansion in the best tradition. Green lawns and larpger tree.e
set it off. This tall, three-story manor lzouse. is built alongz eimvle
Colonial lines. The main body ie covered with a gabled roof and extends
over the upetairs verandx. - In the center of the roof is a beautiful gable.
The mammsoth chimneys are built in the house., Two-stery piazzné extend
across the entire front and each narch ir sunported by ten large snuare
columns and are enclosed with picketed bannistere. The windows are

lonr end well rlaced. The entrances arc s rople but decorative, surrounded
*

{7] Original receizt for payment a6 tutsr of Alevaacder Touglase Bell.

(2] Originzl receipt of I'r. Valter Trice for services rendered,

«7¢C-



by glass side lichts, The decorations of the columns, doorways, ;x'indows.
and trirs are beautifully designed and execuied,

""As would be exzected, the interior ie spacious with clegant roantels,
rosetteo, cornices, and rmovléings., & graceful stzir of three flights
demincers the front hell, A varrower stafirway rises from the rear hall,

"The original owner of this old house emplayed z builder from York
to construct his hame, The hest of materiale wore uséc‘. The orfginal
locks and hardware are still in good workiny order. Alexander Douglas
was a slave owner, a suczessful planter and 2 builder of good wagons,

Hie wagon shop was located on the main road near the avenue leading up

to his home,.

"Down through the years this place has remzined in the Douglas
family. It has been well kept and is st.ill in gaod condition and with a -
little redecoration, proper furnishings, and landscaping it could well be
one of the show places of the Upcountry," [9]

On March 9, 1864, Ulysses S. Grant was created a lieutenant
general and placed in supreme commanad of all the Federal armies in the
field. Sherman was left in command of the /west. In Novermber, Sherman
cutting loose, _began his march to the sea, laying waste the country on a
6C-mile front'; and he occupied Savannah, Decembar 20-21, Wken Mabile
was taken by Farragut in August, the close of the year saw t‘he termination
of Confederate power in the far South. After wintering for a menth in
Savannah, (January 1265) Sherman again b.e;;ar; driving Qeneral Johnson
tc the north throvgh the Carolinas. Orangeburg fell, the Gongaree was
;arried, Columbia and then Charleston were taken, ef{ecti'nf.'. a junction
with Slocur's forces at \'-’innsboro. Fairfield District,

#

[9] A Fairiield Sketchbook - Bolicg pame 193,
n. Ior some reason the Tiouglans favaily, afler the Var Between the

States, dropped an 'g' from the Dougnlass nors .
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CHAPTER XIV -

THE CARPETBAG RULE

After the war clouds lifted over Fairfield and Chester Districts
and as the mourning of the war dead continued, thcse few remaining Bell
households faced another tragic era, that of Reconsturction.

At the Bell Community in Fairfield District, the widow Isabella
Hemphill Bell lived alone at the plantation of Charles Bell, deceased,
father c;f her late husband, John P. Bell ‘ .

Of the four sons of William Bell [II reeiding in Fairfield Dietrict
beiore the war, only Tl:xoma.s R. is known to have survived.

William Bell, son of Hugh, and nis wife, Margaret, aad their three
children: Sarah Elizabeth, Thomas E.. and Margaret Jane, lived in the
former home of Thomas Bell, jnherited by his daughter, Margaret.

And there was Alexander ﬁouglass Bell, son of Edward M., living
with bis maternal grandparents.

- The migration, pestilence and war had reduqed the male Bell
population of the Bell Community to four in pumbear, two adults and
two minors.

In the Chester District, there were James Montgomery Bell and

_the familias of his children: John Leroy, deceaged; Robert Brown; Charles

Jame;’:; Joseph Bigham, deceaéed; Margaret Nancy Bigham; Elizabeth
Montgomer;,' Deattie; and Mary Jane.

And finally, at Starkville, Mississipoi, there were the farnilies
of Hugh Bell, son of ‘\*’iliiﬁtﬂ II; 1sahella Bell Montgoriery, wiciovr of
Huqh Montzommery 1irs James Bell II, soa of Jares; William Bell IV
zna sorne of the nraxu‘;children ol Charlec, son ct william II; and other
unicentifieé Bell desceadante.

Nowherc among the Conte derate Stotes would the eppreanion,

gubjugaticn and huran misery of the LKeconstruction Fira he felt au in the

’
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State of South Carolina. Not even the Bella' place of worship was entirely
spared the desecration of war. Confederate soldiers had destroyed the
bridge over Little River, Federal troops fell upon the Old Brick Church,
overlooking the stream, and rermoved the flooring and its sleepera, which
were used by them to construct 8 makeshift bridge. One of the company
of soldiers, stirred in heart &5 he witnessed the desecration of the Lord's
House, wrote in pencil on the door facing of the churéh the‘se words:
""Citizens of this comrounity: Please excuse us for defacing your house
of worship so much, It was absolutely necessary to effect a crossing
over the creek, as the ilebs destroyed the bridge. - A Yankee." [1]

So. devastating was the war's effect on the congregation of the Old
Brick Church, that the organization rapidly declined until it disappeared
from the roll of the Preshytery without any formal act of dissolution.. [2]

On May 2, 1865, Mrs. Mary Boykin Chestnut, travelling from
Chester to Camden with her husband, Confederate Brigadier General
James Chestnut, Jr., noted in her diary: 'I am writing from the roadside
below Hackstock enroute to Camden. Since we left Chester, solitude; |
nothing but tall, blackened chimneys to eh/q»w that any man has ever trod
this road bg'for‘e us. This is Sherman's track! It is hard not to curse himi.
I wept incessantly at first, 'The roses of the gardens are already hiding
the ruins, ' said Mr. Chestnut tryinz to gay something. Then I made &
vow - if we are a crushed people, I will never bhe a whimpering, pining
slave, |

“"May 4 - From Chuster to Winnsboro, we did not see one 1i§ing
thing, man, woman or aninial. * ¥ ® The blooming of the pardens had a
funerecal efiect. Nature is so luxuriant heve; she soon covers the ravages
ot savages., The last frost occurrud the seventh of March, so that accounts

*

for the wonderful advance of vegetation, It secu:s provicential to these

] Charles Montgomery Bell, son of the late John Montgomery Bell, of
Chester, South Carolina, in 1933, placed a framed copy of the in-
scrintion on the \gall of the church near the orininzl,

to

|

] Motce of Eula V', Tell,

. '
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starving people; so much that is edible hag giro@n .in two months,
“"At Winnsboro, to my amazement, the young people had a May
Day araidst the smoking rulus. Irrepressible youth! The ficelity of the
Negroes is the principal topic cvery\vherc.' There seermns not a single case
of a Negro who betrayed hig master; and yet they ehowed 2 natural and
exultant joy at beiny free. In the fiel_ds we saw therm plowing and hoeing
corn as always. The fields in that respect looked quite chferfnl. " 3]
With the end of the war came two rew social ané economic factors,
The tlaves were free and a part of the free economic system; but neither
they nor their former masters possessed th'e financial resources to cultivate
crops. The prosperous planter of the ante bellum erz wae deep in debi and

would become more 60, as the carpetbagpere at Columbiz wrected control

_of government from the solid, white citizens of South Carolina,

So it was that the planter turned to the country store for credit - the

only source of credit, With this development came the lien iaw enacted by

1moss of the Southern legislatureg, under the terme of which a planter would

givi the merchant a lien oa hic crop in axchange for credit. .Ba.‘sed upon
the number of acres to be vlanted, the boy.:rower iwould be limited in the
amcunt of p,un.:ha ses that he could make each month during the term of the
lien. But the Negro freeman had neither land nor credit; and for these, he
locked to his former master. And iheé planter needed, equally as much,
tro zervices of his former slave. In fact, they needod each other, if elther .
was to survive the Reconstr\;‘ctian Era. .Thc Negro, through his former
masters, fou;xd a source of credit, though indirect, at the couatry s.tore.
Thesc circunistances aave birth to the practice oi sharecroppiag., 1le
reed slave, however, tool: a dim philosophical view of a credit systen:
that benefited him but only indirecily; and some one ?I thern compossd

this ditty, which exprcssed th;ir attitude:

[3] 4 Diery From Dixiz - Thesnus, ditor, NDen LAoes Villiams,
papes 527-52C.
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"fin ought's and ought
And a figger'e a figger

All fcxr the white :=an

And none for the nigger." [4]

The merchant served the community as & semi-banker. The farmer
brought in his crop of cotton and sold it, but seldom re;:elved cash in pay-
ment, Since the merchant was’ to get most, if not all of the returns for &
crop anyway, it was much simpler to take a credit allowance on the mex-
chant’s books and do away with the worry of losing the mortey. Long before
the next cropseason closed, the debit side of the ledger had consumed the
credit surplus funds.

Such was the economic system that enabled the Bells anc< their freed
Negro tenants to eke cut an existence curing the Reconrstruction Exa.

The year was 1866, and farm production was almost nil. The acsets
of the estate of Edward M., Bell, deceased, son of Thomaeg, were in fact
quite substantial before the war. Vet the income of the estate in 1866 was
limited to the sun. of $175. 00, derived from the sale of a single bail of
cotton. [5) On August 1, 1866, Mr., John S. Douglass, administrator, paid
real estate taxes in the amount of $6. 45, He was receipted by R, ¥. Jenn-
ings, tax collector, Tairfield District. {6] In December of the same year,
the estate purchascd = buggy and harness, perhape for Martha Hamilton,
daughter of Edward M, Bel), at a coct of $225.60, [7)

Martha (Bell) Hamilton died 1\15.:':'6.11\5. 1869, lcaving her brother,
Alexander Douglass Bell, then atiending Atlanta Medical College, as the
sole survlving chiid of his faither and motker. [B] He received his degree
in medicine in 137G, at the age of 29 years, and returned to Fairfield
Districi to practice his profession,

[4] ™ills, Pesticoats, and Flowvis - The & suthern Cousntry Stowe -
Thomas D. Clark, parme 271,

[5] Original receipt for saic of Lule of cotton.

[6]1 Original tax collecter's rucelpt, I‘:;irficldi District, South Carolina,

[7] Original receint f::r paymsent horze buesy and harnees,

{*] Tamily Litle of I'dwasd 17, Deil.

n. The orizinzl ducuments referred to in Feotnotes [5][6][7], ae wecll
Trotmaics [T]{C), Chonter 3711, 2o §u marccrcion of I, ¥, Dell, Cor:l Gatler,
ew .. -~ &Gl
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After a year amid the ruins of Atlanta, Dr. Bell could hardly have
been surprized 2 he viewed tho scarred and r._ie'bilitated city of Columbia,
{"rom the window of kis train as it pauzcd there envoute to Winnsboro.

But had that window been a miodern day television tube focusing in on the
Statehouse, where Robert K. Scott, by grace of th= bayonet, wae oxercising
the Cffice of Governor, Dr. Bell might have, at that very moment, ex-
perienced total disillusionment in the profeczional caresr'he was embarked
upen, For it was there that the forces of coz'ruptior;. including the Freed-
men'e Bureau were at work under the leadership of Governor Scott, apgitate
ing the Negroes to leave the farms and promising them ownershio of the
pron»arty of their former masters, Exceseive taxation, in most inutances
tantamount to configcaticn, issuvance of worthlaes bon;la and outright
thievery soon found the State near b.an'xruptc.y and its pecple oa a near
starvation dict. Evea the inost experienced medical practitioner could

do little for a patient salfering raalautrition.

South Czrolina becamme a happy hunting ground for the northern
bandits who sustained themsclves on Negro credulity. In 1870, there were
415, 814 Negroes to 289, 667 whitea [9] And these were not wniform in
intsiligence,. Those on the coast and rivers were little above the in-
tellectuxl level of the mules they drove, even their jurgon was unintelli-
gible to 2 atranger. Decauss of thelr igidrance and strong passions, they
were easily organizec and used by the leagues and carnctbagzers. [10]

The wembere of the House of. Represcntatives were mostly black or
brown or rmanogany, some of the type seldom scen outside the Conpo. (1]

Pernape as the train moved slawly throngh Columbia, Dr, Bell

abserved only tlie pigs grunting in the unpaved streets, that vere also

tecming with Negroec in from: the plantations to enjoy their freedor, or

[5] The fegree in South Carsiing, pupe T,
10] The Trayic Zro, Clawde £, Tewers, pags 3UE,
~ 2
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the bl#ckened ruins of flarne -gutted buildings, or the p'illars of the portico
of whzt had once been the baronial mansim:x of the Hamptons. (12}

But the impact of it all became Rezlity to Dr. Bell ac he alighted
from his train at ‘.\’i@sboro and saw the strcets of that town policed by

Goveraor Scott's armed Negoro railitia,
(&)

[12] Tre Tragic Erz, Claude D, Towers, nagne 220,
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GENERATIONS OF THE DESCE.NDANTS OF

GENERATION I

William I b.

VWILLIAM BELL I and ISABELL

(From 1727 to about 1790)

1727 d. about 1790

m. Isabell* b. 1728 o d.

William Bell I, born County Antrim, Ireland. Arrived Charlestown,
South Carolina aboard Brigantine Chichester, January 5, 1768,
Believed buried Old Brick Church, unmarked grave,

* William Bell Ill married Eliza Brown. Her grave marker indicates
she was a cousin of William III. The 1850 Census of Fairfield County
shows her birth place as Ireland. Other Bells have the Brown name,
and Isabell, wife of William Bell I, might have been a Brown.

GENERATION II

Children of William Bell I and Isabell

1. Elizabeth
2. John

3. William I

4. Mary

GENERATION III

b. 1747
b. 1750
b. 1752 d. 9/3/1825 bur. OBC =%
Ann Montgomery b. 1754 d. 1/16/1832 bur. OBC

b, 1762

Children of William Bell Il and Ann Montgomery Bell

= 1. William III

e
m.
2. James .
m.
3. Ann Nancy
: m.
4. Margaret
™.

5. Jokn
4/1/1802 m.

6. Charles
8/27/1807 m.
9/5/1R22 m.

7. Thomas
10/15/1815 nms.

' b. 1775 d. 7/2/1845 bur, OBC
Sarah Montgomery b. 1777 d. 10/30/1813 bur., OBC
Eliza Brown . b. 10/9/1799 d. 12/21/1854 bur. OBC

b. 1777 d. 10/11/1809  bur. OBC
Jane b, '~ d.

b. 1778 d. 11/16/1825 bur, OBC
John Hawthorne b. d.

b. 1780 d. bur.

McGill b. d.

b. 7/25/1781 d. 1/4/1849 bur. OBC
Elizabeth Hawthorne b. 5/6/1792 d. 8/27/1802 bur. OBC
Elizabeth Montgomery b. 3/13/1778 d. 4/7/1850 bur. OBC

b. 10/2./1784 d. 11/27/1844 bur, OBC
Margaret Moatgomery b, 11/19/1785 d. 11/1/1820 bur. OBC
Jane MNartin b, 1300 d., 7/29/1862 bur, OBC

b, 10/20/1705 d. 3/15/1850 bur., OBC

hartha McClure Martin b, 2/11/1789 d., 9/9/1855 bur. OBC

QLY riss Cliureh, Trirfield County, Soutl: Coraling



GENERATION III con't Children of William BeilTl .

8. Hugh b. 1789 d.  bur. ARP*®

m. Martha Watt b. 1791 . -d. 12/29/1871 Bur. ARP
9, Elizabeth b. 1790 d, 6/2/1842 bur. ARP
m, Willlam McKell b. | d.
10. Adam b. 1791 a. 1833 bur. OBC
unmarried
1j. Robert b. 6/29/1795 d. 7/19/1848 bur. ARP
m. Rebecca Martin b. 4.
m. Nancy Y. b. 1806  d. 2/3/1846 bur. ARP
m. Catherine A, b, 7/4/1814 d. 8/30/1847 bur. ARP
. .
12, lsabella b. 3/16/1797 d. 5/5/1891 bur. ARP
m. Hugh Montgomery III b. 1795 d, 9/2/1849 bur. ARP
GENERATION IV A Children of William Bell III and Sarah Montgomery and
Eliza Brown
1. James b. 1802 d. 1809 bur. OBC
2. William M. (IV) b. 4/10/1803 d. 2/24/1877 bur. ARP
m., Margaret Milling b. d.
m., Lenore Donna b. d.
3. Nancy b, d.
m. James Smith b. d.
4. Margaret b. ‘ d.
m. William Gray b. d.
5. Jane b. 1806 d. 12/ /1829 bur. OBC
unmarried - . .
6. Charles . b. 1823 d.
7. Thomas R. b. 1824 d. 12/03/1876 bur. OBC
m. . .
8. David M, b. 1827 4,
9. Hugh Cainin b. 1828 d. 1833 bur. ORC
10. - Clizabeth b. 1830 A
11. Mary C. b. 1833 d.
12, John C. b. 1834 d.

»

% Associate Reformed Presbyterian Cemetery, Starkville, Mississippi.



GENERATION IV B Children of James Bell and Jane
see No. 2 Generation III

1. William b. o od, .
- 24 Margarét b. . d.
m, James b. d.
3. Nancy b, : d.
m, P.. {or R.) Taliaferro b. d.
4, James M, b. 1807 d.
m, A
m, Martha b. 1821 d.
5. Sarah b. 12/4/1809 d. 8/19/1870 bur. ARP

m. Samuel G, McCreight b, 8/6/1800 d. 10/1/1841 bur. ARP

GENERATION IV C Children of Ann Nancy Bell and John Hawthorne
see No. 3 Generation III : (moved to Georgia)

1, Margaret b. ld.

2. Isabella b. d.

3. Mary b. d.

4. Nancy b. d.

GENERATION IV D Children ofl Margaret Bell and McGill

see No. 4 Generadtion III

Left issue - no information

GENERATION IV E - Children of John Bell and Elizabeth Montgomery

see No. 5 Generation III e .

l. Margare Montgomery b, 9/14/1807 d. 1/12/1832

12/27/1827 m. Enoch BEolen t. d,
2, James Montgomery k. 5/5/1810 d. 12/29/1871 bur. ARP - Hopewell

m. Mary Bigham b. 9/5/1808 d. 4/24/1848 bur. ARP - Hopewell
m. Peggy Spence b. 1808 d. 1848

3. John b. 2/18/1814 d, 10/2/1835 bur, OBC

4. William Joseph b. 181€ d. B/27/16827 bur. OBC



GENERATION IV F Children of Charles Bell and

sce No. 6 Generation II Margaret Montgomery and Jane Martin
1. James b. 9/23/1808 ~d. 12/20/1845 bur. ARP
2. Willlam C. b. 9/3/1810 d. 6/9/1845 bur. ARP
3. Charles b. 7/14/1812 d. 9/8/1825 bur. OBC
4. Mary Ann b. 5/13/1815 d. 12/5/1847 bur,
1/24/1833 m. Rev., James Boyce b, d.
| )
5. David b. 1/4/1818 d, 11/15/1862 bur. ARP
m, Jane b. 1827 d.
6. Nancy | b. 2/4/1820 d.
12/31/1839 m. Rev. J. B. Watt b. d.
7. Edward Martin b. 7/29/1823 d. 8/31/1825 bur. OBC
'8, Margaret Caroline b. 11/8/1825 d. 3/1/1848
4/7/1846 m. John H. Brice b. - a.
9. Charles E. b, 2/27/1828 d.
3/19/1853 m. Isabella Witherspoon b. d.
10. John P b. 11/12/1830 d. 4/10/1863 bur. OBC
12/8/1858 m. Isabella Hemphill Caldwell b. 7/8/1838 d. 12/14/1915 bur. OBC
11. Celia M., b. 6/9/1833 d. 6/9/1852 bur.
5/9/1850 wm, J. S. Brice b. d.
12. Isabella E. b..3/5/1836 - d, 5/26/1836
GENERATION IV G , ..Children of Thomas Bell and Martha McClure Mart
see No. 7 Generation III
1, James . b. 8/23/1816 d. 12/9/1845  bur. OBC
2. Margaret McClure b. 5/16/1818 - d. 1891 bur. OBC
12/24/1839 m. William Bell. b, _1/4/1814 d. 6/8/1881 bur. OBC
3, Sarah b. 9/25/1820 d. 9/23/1828 bur. OBC
4, Edward Martin b. 10/8/1822 d. 2/16/1856 bur., OBC
| 5/19/1846 m. Martha Simonton Douglass b. 1826 d. 5/9/1864 bur. OBC
5. Nancy Jane b. 4/13/1825 d. 2/27/1857 bur. OBC
m. William Martin | b. d.
6. Martha Sarah b. 10/16/1828 ' d. 5/16/1854 bur., OBC -
unmarried



GENERATION IV H
see No. 8 Generation III

Children of Hugh Bell and Martha Watt L
{moved to Oktibbeha County, Missisaippi)

bur, OBC ‘

1. William b, 1/4/1814 d. 6/8/1881
12/24/1839 m, Margaret McClure b, 5/16/1818 o d, 1891 bur, OBC
2., Jane b, 1818 d/
m, William McDowell b. 7/30/1814 d. 9/13/1847 bur, ARP
3. James W, b. 1821 d, 12/18/1877 bur, ARP
m, Elizabeth Brown b. 7/23/1827 'd. 7/21/1881 bur. ARP
)
4, Mary = b, 1822 d.
5, John b. 1827 d.
6. Sarah b. 1830 d.
7. Henrietta Susannah b, 4/27/1834 d. 12/22/1855 bur. ARP

GENERATION IV 1
see No. 9 Generation IIT

Children of Elizabeth Bell a.nd'Willi'am McKell
(moved to Oktibbeha County, Mississippi)

Under study

GENERATION IV J
see No. 1l Generation III

Children of Robert Bell and Rebecca Martin and

Nancy Y. (moved to Oktibbeha County)

1831 d.

1. Jane Y. b, 9/2/1846 bur. ARP
2, John M, ', b. 4/23/1835 d. 12/8/1854 bur. ARP
3. Nancy Elizabeth b.‘_ 1839 S d. 12/1/1850 - bur. ARP
4. Mary Anna b. 6/7/1845 d. 9/23/1863 bur, ARP

Note: Some unidentified bells reflected in 1850 Census of Oktibbeha County,
Mississippi may be children of Robert and Rebecca Bell,

GENERATION IV K
see Na. 12 Generation III

Children of Isabella Bell and Hugh Montgomery III
(moved to Oktibbeha County, Mississippi)

1. Nancy Elizabeth b.

m. Brzinard Barnwell, M, D,

2, William B-..
m. Sarah Glenn

3. Rohert ' b.

* Odd Fellawes Cemetery, Starhkville, Miscicsippi.

. b, 8/21/1829

1824 d. 5/7/1844 bur. ARP
b. 19/11/1817 d. 9/17/1850
a. 9/25/1904 bur. OF %
b. 1841 d. 1932 bur. OF
1834
s

Vv
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GENERATION V A Children of William Bell IV and Margaret Milling
see No. 2 Generation IV A and Lenore Donna (Moved to Oktibbeha County )
1. Robert b. d.
2, Calvin ' b. d.
3. Sarah b. 1840 d.
4. J. Aquilla b. 11/28/1842 d. 6/29/1895 bur. OF
. M. Mary E, b. 1/5/1852 d. 10/15/1894 bur. OF
5. Isabella b. 1846 d. *
6. Meak C, b, . 1848 d. 1901 bur. OF
m. Alabama H, b. 1/5/1852 d. 5/4/1881 bur. OF
7. Joseph Allen b. d.
8. Charles P, b. 12/10/1858 d. 2/8/1923 bur. OF
m. Bessie Edmunds b, 9/27/1869 4. 7/21/1952 bur. OF
9, David : b, d.
10. Allie b. 4.
11. Moat’ b. d. {moved to California)
12. Louden b. d. (moved to California)
13, Edward b. d.
14, Richard Thomas b. 1853 d. 1935 bur. OF
m. Evie Steadman b. 1868 d. 1893 bur., OF
m. Mary (Donnie) McManus b, 1887 d. 1956 bur. OF
GENERATION V B _ Children of Thomas R. Bell and
see No. 7 Generation IV A .
1. Clara Adella b, 2/23/1859 d. 9/21/1863 bur. OBC
2. John Anthony b. 1/27/1262 d. 1/29/1863  bur, OBC
GENCZDATION V C Childrex of Jarres M. Bell and
see No. 4 Generation IV B and Martha (moved to Oktibbeha County)
1. J. Glenn b. 9/26/1832 d&. 9/7/1913 bur. OF
m. Matilda K. b, 4/26/1833 d. 12/17/1892 bur. OF
2. Sarah b. 1835 4.
3., Mary b. 1836 d.
4, Jonn - b. 1838 d.

13N
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GENERATION VYV C con't

Children of James M, Bell and

sce No. 4 Generation IV B and Martha {moved to Oktibbeha County)
5. William b. d.
6. Benjamin F, b. 8/24/1841 d. 6/18/1902 bur. OF
m. Annie Pressley b, 1844 d. 1912 bur. OF
7. James b.: 1845 d.
8. Emmitt b. 1847 a.
9. Ell-in b. 1848

GENERATION V D

Children of Margaret Montgomery Bell and

see No. ] Generation IV E Enoch Bolen 4
1. Sarah Jar b. 1829 d. 1830 bur.
2. John Bell

b, 10/10/1831 d.

GENERATION V E
see No. 2 Generation IV E

Children of James Montgomery Bell and
Mary Bigham

1. John Leroy
2/14/1856 m. Charlotte Bagley b, d.

2,

Robert Brown

1/12/1860

Charles James
12/19/1867 m. Rachel Bigham b. d. 1898 bur. ARP - Hoev

Joseph Bigham

11/24/1851 m. Eliza Jane Collins - b, d.

Margaret Nancy

m. Harvey Bigham

Elizabetk MNontgomery

2/19/1867

hizry Jane

m. Weir Beattie

m.,

William Thomas

b, 12/20/1832 - d. 3/21/1863 bur. Pleasant Grove:

b. 6/16/1834 d. 8/23/1903 bur. ARP - Salem **

m. Margaret Ann Barnes , b, 2/1/1838 4, 9/10/1897 bur. ARP - Sal

b. 7/4/1836 d. 1896 bur. ARP - Hopewel

b. 7/30/1839 d. 10/1/1863 bur. ARP - Hopewell
bur. ARP - Hopewell

b. 2/28/184L d. 3/21/1875 bur. ARP - Hopewell
b. 8/11/1851 d. 6/18/1927 bur.

b. 12/8/1842 <. 9/27/1876  bur. Pisgah Cburch¥
b. d.

b. 12/26/1844 d. 3/21/1875 bur. ARP - Hopewell
. d.

b. 3/6/1848 d, 5/7/1848

* Pleasant Grove Presbyterian Church, Chester County, South Carolina,

#% Salem ARDP Cemetéry, Tennessce,
#%% Pispah Churcl, Gastos County, Tlerth Corolina.
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GENERATION V F
see No. 1l Generation IV F

Children of James Bcil and

Note: James died in Mississippi in 1845. There are two unidentified house-
holds listed in 1850, one of which was probably that of James. A
Henry A. Bell, b, 1829, listed in 1850 Census of Oktibbeha County,
Missiesippi, married Della Billington and is believed to be a son
of James or Williarn C. Bell; Henry A, Bell died 1907, his wife,

in 1908,

GENERATION V G

see No. 2 Generation IV F

Children of William C. Bell aiAd

Note: William C. died in Missiseippi in 1845, See Note above.

GENERATION V H
see No. 4 Generation IV F

Children of Mary Ann Bell and Rev. J. Boyce

" Upder study.

GENERATION V I
see No. 5 GenerationlV F

Children of David Bell and Jane
{moved to Oktibbeha County, Mississippi

1. William

2. James J.

GENERATION V J
see No. 6 Generation IV F

b. 1846 4. bur.

‘b. 3/5/1848 . d/ 5/2/1883 bur. ARP

Children of Nancy Bell and Rev, J. B. Watt

T~

Under study.

GENERATION V K
see No. 8 Generation IV I

Children of Margaret Carnline Bell and
John H. Brice

Under study.

GENEPRATION V L
see No. 9 Generation IV F

Children of Charles =, Bell and Isabella

Witherspoon (moved to Mecklenburg County, K. C.)

Note: Before the War Between the States, Charles E, and wife Isabella
moved to Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, per letter written
by a daughter, Laura Bell Thompson, R.F.D. 3, Box 49, Charlotte,
North Carolina, dated 10/19/1948. Charles E, was survived by a

son, I'dward Li. Bell, who left issue,

<
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GENERATION VY M
see No, 10 Generation IV F

Children of John P. Bell and
Isabella Hemphill Caldwell

1. Jane

GENERATION V N
see No. 1l Generation IV F

11/12/1860 d. 4/10/1862 bur.

Children of Celia M, Bell and J. S. Brice

Under study,

GENERATION YV O
see No. 2 Generation IV G

Children of Margaret McClure Bell and
William Bell

1. Thomas Jefferscon
2., Ja;mes Erskin

3. Martha Jane

4, Sara Eljizabeth

5. Hugh

6. Thomas E.

7. Margaret Jane -

b.

10/21/1840 d. 9/3/1847  bur. OBC
10/23/1843 d. 4/24/1848  bur. OBC
11/3/1845 d. 1/18/1847  bur. OBC
2/27/1848 4. bur. (moved to Texa
4/11/1849 d. 7/25/1861  bur. OBC |
8/13/1851 d. bur. {moved to Texa

7/17/1856 d. 12/22/1923 bur. ARP -Salem*

1881: m, Kobert NMeans Aiken ‘b, 7/10/1852 d. 1/25/1925 bur. ARP-Sales

GENERATION YV P
. see No, 4 Generation IV G

B ~

-Children of Edward Martin Bell and

Martha Simonton Douglass

l, Martha Martin

10/15/1867 m. Archibald J. Hamilton b. a.

2, Alexander Douglass

b.

b.

7/31/1847 <. 3/5/1869 bur. COSC#**

. : *9
2/25/1850 4, 2/9/1931 bur. Greenwood Cen

8/27/1872 m, Martha Isabella Crosby b. 9/17/1853 d. 3/12/1940 bur. Greenw

3. Edward M.

b,

8/1/1353 ad, £/10/1854 bur. OBC

¥ Salem Crossroads ARP Cemetery, Fairfield County, Sovth Carolina.

#% 0Old Stone Church, Fairfield County, South Carolina. ,

#*%% Greenwood Cemetery, Orlando, Florida,

~



GENEZRATICN V Q
sce No., 1 Generation IV H

‘Children of William Bell and
Margaret McClure Bell

See Generation V O (Children of Margaret McClure Bell and William Bell)

GENERATION V R

Children of Jane Bell and William McDowell

see No. 2 Generation IV H
1. Martha
2. Dorothy

3. Elizabeth

GENERATION V S
see No. 3 Generation IV

(moved to Oktibbeha County, Mississippi)

b. 184) d, : bur.,
S

b. 1843 d. bur.

b. 1845 4. bur,

Children of James W. Bell and .
Elizabeth Brown (Oktibbeha County)

Uncer stucy.

GENERATIONV T
see No. 2 Generation IV K

Children of William B. Montgomery and
Sarah Glenn {(Oktibbeha County

Under study.

GENERATION VI A
see No. 4 Generation V A

,,

Children of Joseph Aguilla Bell and Mary E.

Under qtudy.

GENERATION VI B
see No, ¢ Generation V A

(Oktibbeha County

Chiléren of Meak C. .Bell and Alabama H.
(Oktibbeha County

1. Lela

2. Richard A.

GLCIWERATION VI C
see No. 8 Generation V A

b. 11/13/1275 d. 5/4/1n81 bur. OF

b. 10/24/1877 4. 7/3/1890 bur. OF

Children of Charlea P. Bell and Bessie Edwards
(OFktibbelka Caounty)

l. Harry C.

m,

Clurles P2,

m.

to

Ui 1 rtudy,

b. 3/4/1595 d. 1/2/1964 bur., OF

b. d. bur.

/9 .
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GENERATION VI D Children of Louden Bell and
see rno. 1Z Generation V A (moved to California from Oktihbeha Cou

Under study.

GENERATION VI E Children of Edward Bell and
see No. 13 GenerationV A ) (moved to California from Oktibbeha Cour

Under study.

GENERATION VI F Children of Richard Thomas Bell and
seec No. 14 Generation V A Evie Steadman and Mary (Donnie) McMan
1, William Gray b. 8/10/1888 d. 4/25/1959 bur. OF

m. Louise McCreight b, 12/26/1893 d. bur., CF
2, Joseph A, b, 2/5/1877 d, 1/23/1947 " bur. OF

M. Rosa McCann b. 5/16/1884 3, 2/17/1920 bur. OF
3. Richard Thomas b. d. bur.

m. Hallie Edwards b. d. bur.
4., Margaret Elizabeth b. 1907 d. bur.

m. J. D. Gaston b, d. bur.
5. Mack Eckerd b. d, bur,

m., b. . d. bur,
6. Edward Everett - b. , d. bur.

. m. b, ’ d. bur.

7. Charles Eugene b. d. bur.

m., - b. d/ baur.
8. Raymond Lamar b, o d. bur,

m., b. d, ~ bur,
GENERATION VI G Childrer of Benjamin F, Bell and
see No. 6. GenerationV C Annie Pressley (Oktibbeha County)
1. James Pressley b, 3/15/1872 d. 6/25/1947 bur., OF

m, Mattie D. b, 11/30/1875 d. 12/23/1957 bur. OF

2. Benjamir Franklin b. 9/1/1874 d. 6/10/1950 bur., OF
m. Ella S. Bailey by 6/12/18374 d. 6/15/1941 bur. OF

Under study.

— e - —— - — -
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GLINMERATION VI H Children of John Leroy Bell and

see No. L Generation V E ‘ | Charlotte Dagley ©
1. Mary Agnes b, 1/10/1857 d. bur. Mt. Prospect ¥
m. Joe Bishop b, d.
2. Elizabeth Jane el b, 12/3/1858 d. bur. Mt. Prospect
m. Jim Bishep b, d.
3, Charles " b. 5/ /1860 d. bur, Mt, Prospect
m. Wilmoth Morgan b, d. :
1 3 *
GENERATION VI 1 Children of Robert Brown Bell and
see No. 2 Genera.tion V E Margaret Ann Barnes
1. Mary Elizabeth b, 11/1/1860 d. 6/1/1935 bur. Salem Cerr, **
12/11/1895 m, Jamee Calvin Hindman b. 10/14/1864 d. 12/20/1926 bur,
2. John Bigham h, 3/23/1866 d. 3/30/1919 bur. Salem Cerm.
12/23/1890 m. Laura Josephine Murphy b. 2/25/1869 d. 2/8/1937 bur,
3, Nancy Jane b. 8/3/1867 4. 2/17/1939 bur.
2/10/1886 m. James W. Mize b, d. 1/22/1940 bur
4. Robert b. 6/29/1872 d. 2/17/1883 bur. ARP - Hopewe
5. Dora Ann b. 5/12/1875 4. 4/7/1954 bur.
unmarried
6. Charles Andrew b. 9/13/1878 d. 3/12/1950 bur. Salem Cerm..

1/10/1916 wm. Jessic Hill b, 3/31/1885 d, 3/21/1968 bur, Salem Cermr,

-

7. Susan Amanda b. 9/13/1878 d. 1/16/1970  bur.
11/6/1912 m. Ivey Alphecnso Templeton b. 12/14/1871 d. 1/1/1956 bur,

. obert Brown Bell left Chester County, South Carolina on November 23, 1886;
arrived Idaville, Tennessee on January 6, 1837,

GENZRATION VI J ' " Children of Charles James Bell and
see No. 3 Generation V 2 Rachel Bigham
%%
1. John Montgomery b. 4/8/1875 d. 2/18/1947 bur., Evercreen Cer
m. Marparet L. Lewic b. ' d. 1912 bur,
ra. Xula VWillis t. d. 10/18/1935 bur.
2. Charles Killough b, 2/19/1882 d. Lur. (moved to
m, Maggpie McClerkin b, d. : Arizona)
3. Thomas Bigham b. "a. bur. gyertgees.

(Generation VI J con't on pase xiii)

% Hethodist Church, Chester County, South Carolina,
2lem Cemetery, Atolia, Tcennessee,

SRR f‘vergreen Cemctery, (Cl.ester, South Czrolina,

hY
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GI:NER{\.TION Vi J con't
gsce No. 3 Goneration V E

' Children of Charles James Bell and

Rachel Bigham

4. J. Harvey h.

5. Robert McMaster b.

GE!‘{EP..A‘I‘ION Vi K
see No. 4 Generation V E

dc bur. ’

d. bur.

Children of Joseph Bigham Bell and
Eliza Jane Collins

1. John Robvert b.

GENERATION VI L
see No. 5 Generation V E

d. 6/28/1886 bur.
(killed by Col. Leroy Springs)

Children of Margaret Nancy Bell and
Harvey Bigham

l. Alma b.

2. Nancy b.

GENERATION VI M
see No. 6 Generation V E

d. bur.

d. bur.

Children of Elizabeth Montgomery Bell

and Weir Beattie

1. Valter D.
2. Marion .- b.
3. Inez . | b.
4, Elizabeth b
E. Robert - ) b. 7

GENERATION VI N
sce No. 7 GenerationV &

d. bur,
d. . bur.
d. bur,
d. " bur,
d. bur.

Children of Mary Jane Bell and

1. Laura Cherry ' b.
n, Vhite

- - ————— — —

GLIIZLATION VI ©
see No. 7 Generation V O

1675 d. 10/15/1933  bur.

. d.

Chniidren of Margaret Jane Bell and
Robert Mecans Alken

—

1. Nobbie

6/171914 oo Clarli Zyrne Starnell

b. 9/13/1893

d. bur,
b, 2/4/1261 &, ?2/7717°3) bhur,

/3



GENERATION VI P : Children of Martha Martin Bell and

sece No. 1 Generation V P Archibald J. Hamiltoen
1. Martha Janett b, 9/22/1868 4, . 1879 bur,
GENERATION VI Q Children of Alexander Douglass Bell and
see No, 2 Generation V P , Martha Isabella Crosby
1. Martha Ethel Paulina b. 12/27/1873 4. 1971 bur.

m. George Stevens b. d.
2. William Edward b, 5/3/1875 d. S/5//560 bur. accuvse, Fem.

5//2//920 wm. Lula Landis b. S/x/r822 4. s0/25/17¢9 bur. IR

3. Arthur Hampton - b, 12/24/1877 d. /945 bur.
6/29/1909 m. Susie Smith b, /85#  d, /943 bur,
4, VWalter Douglass b. 3/16/1880 d. 6/15/1966 bur. Oakridge Cem.

9/21/1905 m. Lillian Blanche Williams b, 3/11/1888 d. 10/13/1973 bur.

Alexander Douglass Bell moved to Alachua County, Florida from Rirfield
County, South Carolina, in 1877

GENERATION VII A Children of Mary Elizabeth Bell and
see No. 1 Generation VI 1 John Calvin Hindman
1. James Robert b. 3/23/1897 d. 10/7/1918 bur,

d. aboard Laviathan bound for France in WWI

’

GENERATION VLI B B Children of John Bigham Bell and
see No, 2 Generation VI 1 Laura Josephine Murphy
1. Robert Murphy b, 12/10/1893 d. 9/6/1969  bur. .‘
10/10/1923 m. Eleanor Henry b. 7/22/1895 d. !
2. James Wardlaw . b. 8/21/1895 4, 1/14/1925  bur.
3. Neil Langston b, 2/28/1897 d. bur.
11/24/19 m. Alice Payne Forsy{h b, 2/12/1901 d.
4, Ina Fentress b. 6/22/1898 d. bur,
12/7/1921 m. William Benjamin Anthony b, d.
5. Joseph Paul b. 3/14/1901 d. bur.
12/22/1922 m, Cliffie Anthony b, d.
6. l.eta Tckoa b. 9/17/1904 d. 10/114/1905 bur.

% Green Cove Springs, Florida.

#  Ouhridee Cemretery, Arcadia, I'lorida,
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GENERATION VI C Children of Nancy Jane Bell and

see No., 3 Generation VI 1 James W, Mize
1. Lily Magnolia b. 11/10/1887 d. 2/30/1953 bur,
1909 m. John Greir Baird b, d.
2. Inez b. 12/1/1889 d, bur,
8/17/1917 m, Thomas Wright b, d.
m. Edward Sapp b. 9/2/1884 4.
3. Seba Leroy b. 10/14/1891 4, bur,
10/13/1912 m, Lily May Caraway b, - d,
4. Sunie b. 8/14/1894 4. * bur.
1/18/1921 m. Joseph McDaniel b, d.
5. Plumie b. 8/14/1894 d. . bur,
8/7/1915 m, Claude Powers b. d.
6. Robert Jerry b, 7/17/1897 d. 9/ /1969 bur.
m. Ione Deverill - b, d. 10/1/1970
7. Margaret b. 9/27/1899 4. bur,
11/20/1916 m. Frank Mize - b. d, 4/23/1928
8. Sarah Elizabeth b. 2/11/1901 d. 1/1/1933 bur.
1/18 m. Samuel Clyde Eubank(s) b. 11/6/1901 d. 7/9/1931
GENERATION VII D Children of Charles Andrew Bell and
see No. 6 Generation VI I Jessie Hill
1. Robert Sloan - b, 10/11/1918 4. bur,
unmarried !
2, Margaret Sue b. 4/4/1920 d. bur,
3/27/1954 m. Robert London b, 7/27/1925 d,
3. Helen Elizabeth b. 12/8/1921 d. bur.
5/25/1956 m, John Malone b. 8/24/1913 d.
4. Mary Charles b. 5/3/1924 4, bur,
m. James Bennett Kraft . b, d.
GENERATION VII E Children of Susan Amanda Bell and
see No. 7 Generation VI 1 Ivey Alphonso Templeton
1. Robert Grzcey b. 8/30/1913 aq. " bur.

7/8/1935 m. Marparet Simonton b, 8/15/1916 d.

2. Edward Ivey b, 12/28/1917 d. bur,
6/21/1946 m. Annie Bernice Bichop b. 10/21/1922 d.
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GENERATION VII F Children of John Montgomery Bell and

sce No. 1 Generation VI J - Margaret L., Lewis

1. Samuel Lewis i b. d, s2-22- 78 bur, Swergre
m. Luc Beaao

2. Charles Montgomery bo/a-s8-4¢ 4, bur.

wamarried

. Gtrar A . 3-t9= 17

3. Daniel Stinson " b, d. 7/16/1932 bur,

: : .
' GENERATION VII G Children of Charles Killough Bell and
see No. 2 Generation VI J Maggie McClerkin (Arizona)
1, Charles Samuel b, . d. bur.
m,

2. Lowry b. d. bur.
m. Elizabeth

3, Lewis Daniel - b. d. bur,
m. .

GENERATION VII H Children of Laura Cherry and

see No., 1 Generation VI N White

1. Mary b. ' d. bur,
m, Guy Castles b, d., -

2. J. B, : b. ' d. bur.
m. :

‘3. ) b, d. bur.
m. J. B, Robertson b, d.

GENERATION VII I S Children of Robbie Aijken and

see No. 1 Generation VI O Clarl Byrne Starnell

1. Margaret Rose b. 3/5/1925 c. bur,

3/24/1945 wm. James Jackson Kilgore h. 4/26/1923 d.

‘&



GENERATION VII J

! ?..,f!"

_'. gﬁn‘ Y

Children of Martha Ethel Paulina Bell and

see No. 1 Generation VI Q George Stevens
1. lillian Bell b, 11/5/1897 d. bur.
m. E. F. Jones b. d. bur.
2. Martha Ellen b. 11/20/1900 4. bur.
m. Milton W. Irwin b, d.
3. Georgie Leroy b, 7/7/1907 4. bur.
. m. Henry S. Lovett b, d.

GENERATION VII K

Children of William Edward Bell and

see No, 2 Generation VI Q Lula l.andis
1. Elizabeth lLandis b, 9/¢/ro0s d. bur,
12/21 /1946 m, ekt /vpe Amn! S r/R7fr90¢ s SAefiT77 Tosse, O4

GENERATION VII L,
see No. 4 Generation VI Q

Children of Walter Douglass Bell and
Lillian Blanche Williams

1.

6.

Douglass Sampson b. 11/25/1906 d. 3/5/1968
unmarried
Evelyn Blanche - b. 1/8/1910 d.
Rudyard Kipling b. 3/2/1915 d.
1/11/1936 . Emily Alicia Smothers b. 7/4/1918
Iris Yvonne b. 8/28/1917 d.
\alter Eugene . b. 3/1/1920 d.
6/4/1955 m. Melba Jean Cather b. 7/29/1926

4/19/1957 m. Verna irene Dunn . . . . b. 2/22/1926

Edith Miriam b. 2/6/1923 d. 8/30/1948

bur,

Oakridge

bur. )

bur.

bur.

bur.

bur.

Oakridge

o4



GENERATION VIII A ’ Children of Robert Murphy Bell and

see No. 1 Generation VII E Eleanor Henry
1. Laura Ann b, 6/6/1925 d. bur,
unmarried
‘2, James Murphy b, 4/5/1928 d, bur.
6/10/1952 m. Lois Bell Alexander b. d.
.
GENERATION VIII B Children of Neil Langston Bell and
see No. 3 Generation VII B Alice Payne Forsyth
1. Erma Josephine b. 9/14/1921 . bur,
1/29/1939 m. Welch Huddleston b. d.
m. W, V, Huffman b. d.
2, Neil Langston b. 7/20/1924 d. bur.
5/8/1943 m. Vivian Campbell b. 2/27/1925 d.
3. Venita ' b. 2/25/1933 d. bur,
6/4/1954 m, Charles Walker b. 8/9/1932 d.
GENERATION VIII C Children of Ina Fentress Bell and
see No. 4 Generation VII B James Benjamin Anthony
1. Alcia Bell b, 12/31/1923 d. bur,
5/6/1942 m. Fallen C. Southall b, d.
2. Ina Clair : b. 5/26/1925 d. bur.
6/12/1945 m. Joseph M. Silano b, d.
3. James Benjamin III b, 5/3/1927 4. bur,
m. Jean Cole ' _‘b.' d.
4, Leta Floretto b. 8/31/1929 d. bur,
8/19/1956 m. Billy Barr Wilson b, d.
GENERATION VIII D Children of Lily Magnolia Mize and
see No. ]l Generation VII G John Greir Baird
1. Thelna ' b. 8/28/1910 d. bur.
1929 m. Emmett Short b. d. ' '
2, Edward Greir ‘b. 11/12/1912 4, bur,
2/11/1936 m, Mable Barnes .b.7/4/1917 4.
3. William Clayton b. 7/31/1915 4. . bur.
m. Kate Cole b. d.
4. Mary lois g b, 7/22/1917 d. bur,
5/¢/192% ., RudoluhDouwling b. d. :

/&



GENERATION VIII E Children of Inez Mize and Thomas Wright
see No. 2 Generation VII G

1. Inez Mildred b. 3/25/1911 d. bur,
9/19/1929 m, James Palmer b. d,
2, Thomas Brook b, 4/13/1908 d, 8/13/1908 bur,
GENERATION VII F Children of Seba Leroy Mize and
see No. 3 Generation VII G Lily May Caraway
1. Thelma Leola b. 7/20/1913 d. bur,
2/14/1933 m. S. Tinsley b. 1910 d. .
2. Velma Glendola ‘b, 7/20/1913 d/ bur.
m., Thurston Thorpe b. 8/9/1910 d.
3. Leroy William b. 11/16/1914 d. bur,
8/12/1936 m. Laverne Faulk b. 1/6/1921 d.
4, Sara Elizabeth b. 10/26/1917 d. . bur.
12/6/1933 m. R. M. Richardson b, 9/10/1909 d.
5. T. J. b. 8/30/1920 d. . bur.
‘ m. Gene Hawkins b. d.
6. Mary Evelyn b. 11/6/1924 4. bur, -
m. Drinkard b. d.
GENERATION VIII G Children of Sunie Mize and Joseph McDaniel
see No. 4 Generation VII G '
1. Josephine b, 11/7/1923 d. bur.
1/18/1942 m. Raymond Griffin b, 9/17/1919  d.
GENERATION VIIL H Children of Plumie Mize and Claude Powers
see No. 5 Generation VII G
1. Claude b, 9/26/1919 d. bur,
1/2/1942 m. Dorie Cobb b, d.

’q



GENERATION VIIT 1
sece No. 6 Generation VII G .

Children of Robert Jerry Mize and
Ione Deverill '

1, Robbie Marie b.

1942 m, Cissero Eubanks

Z, Andrew Lawrence b.
unmarried

3. Janice Erline b,

10/4/1937 m. Harmon Haley

4. George Henry b.
unmarried '

5. Robert Jerry b,
| m. Mary Davis

GENERATION VIII J

7/22/1915 d, Bur.
b. ] d.

9/25/1917 Q. bur,

10/21/1919 4. bur.
b. d.

5/31/1923 d. . bur,

10/4/1926 d. bur.

Children of Margaret Mize and

see No, 7 Generation VII G & F'rank Mize
1. Herbert Franklin b. 7/3/1919 d. bur.
7/12/1939 m, Martha Forbes b. d,
m, Jo Coleman b. d.
" 2. Houston Monroe b. 10/5/1921 4. bur.
‘ m. Christine Waites b. d.

GENERATION VI K
see No. 8 Generation VII C

Children of Sara Elizabeth Mize and
Clyde Samuel Eubankg

17 Clyde Samuel . b. 12/25/1921 d. bur.
unmarried
2. Janie Lorine b, 2/28/1928 d. bur.,
9/14/1947 m, Thurmond Knight Sage b, -~ d.
3. Dorothy Ann b, 12/17/1930 d. bur,

4/9/1950 m. Charles Eugene Butler b. d.

GENERATION VIII L
see No. 3 Generation VII D

‘Children of Helen Bell and
John Malone

1. Charles Briese Bell b.

3/31/1958 d. bur.

24



GENERATO N VIII M Children of Mary Charles Bell and
see No. 4. Generation VII D : James Kraft
1. Mary Carolyn ' b. 5/3/1951 4. bur.
m. John Charles V'are b, 5/4/1950 d.
2. James Conrad b. 1/10/1956 d. bur,
m,
GENERATION VI N Children of Robert Gracey Templeton
see No. 1 Generation VII E and Mar}aret Simontoa
1. Robert Neil © b, 9/29/1936 4. bur.
8/6/1966 m. Carmella Justine Spadaro Critzer b. d.
2. Mary Susan b. 9/2/1940 d. tur.
3. Paul Steven b. 9/8/1944 d. bur.
6/4/1965 m. Linda Lucille Myrick  b. d. ,
GENERATION VIII O Children of Edward Ivey Templeton
see No. 2 Generation VII E and Annie Bernice Bishop .
1. Edwina Leigh b, 4/28/1947 d. bur.
6/24/1972 m. Lynn Raye Anderson b. 8/4/1945 4.
2. David Bishop b. 8/12/19 d. bur.
8/18/1973 m. Carol Lynn Baugues b. 1/7/1953 d.
GENEFRATION VII P - Children of Margaret Rose Aiken
see No. 1 Generation VII I . and James Jackson Kilgore
1. Starnell | b. 2/26/1951 d. bur.

12/19/1970 m. Gines Peres, Jr. b. d.

2/



